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FOREWORD TO THE THIRD EDITION.

The spirit of unrest is in the air. On the sur-
face of things today, Commercialism most often and
most loudly claims attention. Great combinations
of capital and the massing of millions seem the
order of the day. Within the body politic organi-
zation and cooperation is being tried on a scale
never before recorded in the history of man, and
economic problems are being tested in a way that
cannot help adding immensely to the combined ex-
perience of mankind. What the final outcome may
be, only the wisest could now say, and perhaps only
the foolish would venture to predict.

But human nature i1s essentially a stable product,
and can be relied on in any event. Deep in the
heart of man lies the principle of justice and
equity, .and no abuse that selfishness and greed can
devise can long have any permanency. We may
be far from the universal reign of Brotherhood,

(vii)



viil Foreword to the Third Edition.

but there 1s something deep down in the heart of
man that continually strives toward it.

Potent as 1s all this commercial unrest and eco-
nomic strife, other problems are equally up for
solution. Using the term in 1its broadest sense, the
Psychic problem keeps pace with the economic.
Ethics and Economics are inseparable. The con-
duct of the individual, and the use of the resources
of life and the distribution of wealth, always in-
volve both ethics and economics; 1n short, consti-
tute them.

Outside the churches and religious literature we
hear less about religion nowadays. Indeed, many
otherwise good people seem to think religion obso-
lete; a thing of the past; a survival—where, indeed,
it is admitted to have survived at all—of the dark
ages. No greater mistake could possibly be made.
The surface problems may have changed; organi-
zations may have broken up or disappeared, but
the vital i1ssues not only remain, but were never
more 1n evidence than today. Nor can it be other-
wise so long as the essential nature of man remains
unchanged.

Only the imbecile or the degenerate can really
ignore the religious element in his own nature if
he tries. Just as inevitably as water seeks its level,
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and ultimately finds its way to the sea, does man
feel after that Power—called by whatsoever name—
whose divine ray makes him Man, and whose in-
dwelling presence lifts him, at rare moments, be-
yond sordid self, and beckons his soul toward the
higher, the larger, the better, as by the touch of
wings. This 1s a universal experience, equally
known to the savage and the civilized, and entirely
independent of theologies or ecclesiasticism.
Theologians 1n all ages have seized hold of this
common human experience and formulated and en-
deavored to guide it, and have often exploited it,
just as capitalists have dealt with economic prob-

lems in the resources of nature and the distribution
of wealth.

This is, broadly speaking, the psychic problem,
constituting the religious element in the life of
man. - It was never more manifest than i1t 1s today.
This i1t 1s that now runs part passu with commer-
cialism; and while, as already said, it may make
less noise, it 1s everywhere in evidence.

Every problem in the life of imman, and every
movement that affects society, is, in the last analy-

sis, a psychic problem. One and all they concern

the body and its environments incidentally, and the
soul essentially.
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The progress made in physical science in the last
half century i1s so remarkable that it 1s difficult to
fiind an adjective suitable with which to designate
1it. Hence the economic problems already referred
to are necessarily to be revised.

While the psychic problems have come into equal
prominence, no such organized results can be
pointed out as in economic experiments. The race,
as a whole, has been gathering facts and making
experiments. The working hypothesis 1n psychol-
ogy has seldom been suggested. At any rate, there
1s no large or.general agreement as to any theo-
rems. There seem to be no designs on the trestle-
board, and the workmen, the legions, are in con-
fusion.

The great majority of people, even among the
educated and intelligent, will make haste to deny
that this psychic theorem has ever been known to
man. That it could ever have been discovered and
then' lost, or concealed, 1s to them preposterous;
yet the whole of the traditions and symbolism of
Masonry cluster around this theorem, this working
hypothesis in the psychical lite of man. It 1s the
one thing needed to bring order out of confusion
in the psychic problems that interest so many at

the present time.
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This Great Secret, this Master's Word, was
known to and preserved in the Mysteries of An-
tiquity, and is embodied and preserved in the tradi-
tions and symbols of Masonry today. This fact has
been stated repeatedly in the body of this Ilittle
book, the real purpose of which was to set students,
and particularly masonic students, to searching for
the real secret. It is the reward of study and de-
votion, and has never been obtained on any other
terms. It has never been conferred in the ritualis-
tic degrees of the Lodge, and never will or can
be. It 1s the establishment of understanding in the
soul of man between that higher self in him, and
the More, and the Beyond self from which he draws
his life, and from which his intuitions spring. This
1s real Initiation: Becoming: At-one-ment.

The author 1s both gratihed and encouraged atf
the reception accorded and the interest manifested
in this little book, and the commendations received
from many quarters. That, it could become, in any
broad sense, popular, he never for a moment im-
agined. It is too serious and void of sensational-
ism for that. In entering now on its third thou-
sand, it has already exceeded any expectation of
the author, who will be profoundly gratified 1f he
may aid, though it be but a little, in increasing the
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respect entertained by the community at large for
the Order of Freemasonry, and encourage his
brother Masons in seeking More Light.

I believe that nowhere amongst men today can
there be found so near an approach to an Ideal
Brotherhood ot Man as in the Masonic Lodges.
Perfect 1t 1s not, and cannot be till human evolution
1s completed. Among the hundreds of thousands
of Masons today in the United States it would be
difficult to find one who does not strive his best to
exercise charity and loving-kindness, particularly
toward his brothers in the Lodge. There are thou-
sands of Masons, moreover, who realize that
Masonry contains and implies far more than ap-
pears 1n the ritual and ceremonies of .the Lodge.
There 1s a very widespread and growing interest
in this direction, and it i1s this that Mystic Ma-
sonry, above all else, 1s designed to foster, encour-
age, and help. Indeed, the growth ot this feeling
in the past decade 1s remarkable, and the present
writer has not a shadow of a doubt as to the
result.

It 1s the ethical precepts inculcated in the Lodge
and so largely practiced by the craft, more than all
else, that open the higher intuitions of man, and
so enable him to grasp and finally comprehend the
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of interests 1s the prelude to the Universal Brother-
hood of man that is the ideal state and the dream
of every true philanthropist throughout the ages.
Masonry stands for just this, and all this, just as
for ages the Great Mpysteries clearly defined and
promulgated the philosophy which makes such an
ideal state, such a Great Republic of Nations and
peoples possible. It must be founded on a knowl-
edge of man’s entire nature, and cemented by loving-
kindness toward each and all, then only can it exist
and endure.

To promote this glorious result is the sole pur-
pose ot this little book. This is indeed the Work
of the Lodge, as 1t should be of every Frater
throughout the world, till in the end it 1s the work
of every individual.

CINCINNATI, January, 1903.
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

That a second edition of this little book should
be called for within six weeks of the date of issue
1s, perhaps, the best answer to the inquiry in the
mind of its author as to what kind of .a reception so
serious a view of modern Freemasonry, and so high
an estimate of Ancient Mysteries as 1s herein set
forth, might receive. It has not 6n1y attracted at-
tention and excited inquiry, but met the unqualified
approval of certain high Masons. Sir Albert Pike’s
greatest work, restricted to the members of the
craft, obtained but one hundred and fifty sub-
scribers. If Mystic Masonry quadrupled this sub-
scription list before the date of publication, .the
reason 1s to be sought, not in the superior quality
of the book, but in the more popular form in which
the subject is handled, in the removal of all restric-
tions as to subscribers, and still more, from the fact
that a widespread interest has of late arisen in re-
gard to these subjects; offering, as the author be-
lieves, the grandest opportunity presented to real
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Masonry for more than a thousand years, for pre-
senting its sublime philosophy to the world for the
uplifting of humanity.

Mystic Masonry 1s, to a considerable extent, a
compilation. It was not the author’s purpose to
become an innovator, but rather, in a modest way,
an inspirer and renovator, and for this purpose he
but repeated statements that had already been made
by those high in Masonic authority, statements that
had been overlooked or forgotten, and that needed
to be remembered. In his preface to Morals and
Dogma, Mr. Pike declares that about one-half of
that work 1s original matter, and halt taken from
various sources, and that as he was writing neither
for fame nor money, but for the benefit of the craft,
the source of what he had set down was a matter of
secondary importance. He often adapted, rather
than quoted, in many places, and very seldom gave
authorities. He wrote those things which he evi-
dently believed his Masonic Brotherhood ought to
know, and as he had divested his mind of all selfish
motive or hope of gain, so must he be exempt from
the charge of plagiarism. He drew very largely, in
many places, from the writings of Abbé Constant,
better known as Eliphas Levi, whose writings then
existed only in the French language, and which un-
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doubtedly contain the most profound knowledge ot
the Occult Sciences and the Ancient Mysteries given
to the world since the days of the Old Initiates. As
the present author has observed, in the body of this
book, it matters far less whence these truths have
been derived than what they really mean, although
no reader 1s bound to accept the interpretation put
upon them by any writer or commentator. Yet
every intelligent inquirer may discern their general
reasonableness, the logical sequencé of the whole as
revealing a profound philosophy of Nature and of
Life, and the beneficent influence they must exert
1f universally diffused and generally adopted
amongst men. .

Liberty and Equality based on Fraternity may
have degenerated into a slogan of blood in the days
of the French Revolution, yet in more peaceful times
must such Fraternity be interpreted as the ideal
state, and made to promote the Universal and Un-

qualified Brotherhood of Man.






INTRODUCTION.

The object of the author of this book is to show
the relation between Freemasonry and the Mysteries
of Antiquity. This much, at least, 1s implied by the
title of the book. That there is both a historical
and philosophical thread uniting these departments
of human thought and action is well known to
every intelligent student of Masonry, no less than to
all students of Symbolism and Mysticism. One trav-
eler, in the wilds of South America, records the fact
that he found there an ancient roadbed running
over mountain and valley for hundreds of miles.
By whom this ancient structure was built 1s a mat-
ter of conjecture. It is now broken by time, with
great gaps here and there, and forest trees obliter-
ating its pathway, but #t everywhere shows the de-
signing hand of man. In like manner when we un-
dertake to follow the landmarks than connect the
ancient wisdom with modern times, we must not

(xix)
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look for un:interrupted threads, yet nevertheless will
the careful student find the lines of transmission un-
mistakable, and the interruptions no bar to the
proof of transmission from age to age.

Masonry deals largely with the ethics and sym-
bolism of the Ancient Mysteries. The writer be-
lieves that through the well-timed efforts of Masons
today the grandest achievements in knowledge ever
gained by man, which were originally concealed in
the Greater Mysteries of Antiquity, and in time be-
came lost to the world, may be again recovered. In
the strictest sense this knowledge has never really
been lbst, as there have always existed those who
were possessed of the Great Secret. It was orig-
inally veiled in order to conceal it from the pro-
fane, and written in a universal language of Sym-
bolism that the wise among all nations and through-
out all time might read 1t, as itwere, 1in their own
language. It was also written in parable and alle-
gory, so that the unlettered and common people
might not be deprived of its wise precepts, and of
its force i1n shaping character, dissipating 1gno-
rance, and inspiring hope. This Ancient Wisdom 1s
the fountain from which Masonry takes its rise.
The true Science of Symbolism in time became
lost; the Temples of Initiation fell into decay, or
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antique and simple degrees now stand Ilike the
broken columns of a roofless, Druidic temple i1n
their mutilated greatness: 1n many parts also cor-
rupted by time, and disigured by modern additions
and absurd interpretations.”—Morals and Dogma,
p. 100,

Here, then, are two causes that have operated to
render the old wisdom difficult of recovery, viz,
concealment, and i1gnorant alteration or misinterpre-
tation. To these must be added a -third source of
obliteration, viz., the direct efforts of interested par-
ties to utterly destroy all records. “Let one only
think of the thousands, and perhaps millions, of
MSS. burnt; of monuments with their too indiscreet
inscriptions and pictorial symbols pulverized to dust;
of the bands of early hermits and ascetics roaming
about among the ruined cities of Upper and Lower
Egypt, in desert and mountain, valley and high-
lands, seeking for and ready to destroy every obe-
lisk and pillar, scroll or parchment they could lay
their hands upon, i1f 1t only bore the symbol of-the
taw or any other sign borrowed and appropriated by
the new faith:—and he will then see plainly how it
1s that so little has remained of the records of the
Past.””—Secret Doctrine, p. xl., vol. I.

Every intelligent and unbiased Mason 1s more or
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less aware of these facts, and ot the great difficulty
attending all efforts to recover the Lost Word, and
to rebuild the City and Temple ot the Lord,—a
glyph that has many meanings. The author of
this book desires to aid all that he can in this noble
and glorious undertaking.

In the effort to bring about such a result it 1s not
contemplated that any innovations whatever should
be introduced into Masonry as now organized. It
the sublinmie philosophy which 1i1s the heritage of
Masonry shall become universally diffused and ren-
dered capable of apprehension by all intelligent
persons, not only among Masons, but everywhere,
1its beneficent influence may thus become universal
among men. In this way may be hastened the rise
of that Great “Republic of which every Nation is
a family, and every individual a child.”

It will be very naturally questioned whether any
thing can be definitely ascertained regarding the
Greater Mysteries of Antiquity, inasmuch as they
were always concealed, never revealed to the pro-
fane, never published to the world, and only re-
corded in glyph, parable and allegory. It has al-
ready been shown that all attempts to discover the
real secret by running backward from parable and
allegory have resulted in confusion and discourage-
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ment. The interpretations resulting have been as
fantastic and varied as the genius oi each investi-
gator; had any of these been possessed of a uni-
versal key to symbolism, or a complete philosophy
of the Secret Doctrine, the result might have been
very different. The solution of this question 1s not
only greatly simplified, when investigation 1s guided
by such a philosophy, or a complete key, but the in-
vestigator has the positive assurance at every step
that he 1s on firm ground.

But a far more important consideration remains to
be noted. There 1s a tradition in the far East, and
to be often traced more or less vaguely in the West,
that the Great Lodge of the Magi, the Adepts, the
Perfect Masters, known and designated also by
many other names, has never ceased to exist; that
this Lodge has often, though secret and unknown,
shaped the course of Empire and controlled the fate
of Nations. Knowing always the line of least re-
sistance, and when and how to act, and having al-
ways 1n view only one object, viz.,, the Progress of
Humanity and the Brotherhood of Man; despising
fame and worldly honors, and working “without
the hope of fee or reward,” they have concealed
their labors, and either iﬁﬂuenced those who knew
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them not to do their work, or worked through
agents pledged to conceal their very existence.

To the public generally, this may be a matter of
little interest or importance, as the character of the
work done must be the sole criterion by which that
work is to be measured. But to Masons it should
be of interest, as showing what it 1s to be indeed a
Master Builder. It will reveal to them the meaning
and goal of human evolution, and give them the
unqualified assurance that that evolution 1s being
now aided by those who know, as it has not been for
many centuries. Such work has now become possi-
ble, because of a cycle of liberality and enlighten-
ment, when the workers are not likely to be sacri-
ficed to the Moloch of bigotry and superstition.
Granting that such Masters exist, and that they are
possessed of profound knowledge, that they are ready
to help the world, the world must be ready and will-
ing to receive such help, if it is to be benefited by it,
instead of destroying its agents. Guided, then, by a
complete philosophy; armed with a key to symbol-
ism, and aided by these Grand Masters, the Lost
Mysteries of Antiquity may be restored and made
to tell their hoary secrets for the benefit of the
coming age.

The object of this book 1s to give an outline of
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such work; 1t 1s introductory, and, to some extent,
explanatory, but by no means exhaustive. It 1s not
based upon any authority beyond the author’s sin-
cere convictions and capacity to apprehend the sub-

ject. The Mason who is ready to dig deeper and
fill 1in the outline here furnished 1s recommended to

read carefully, 1f he has not already done so, Albert
Pike’s great book, Morals and Dogma.

The historical method of research is not followed
in the compilation or writing of this book, although
historical facts are herein recorded. It is of far less
impbrtance to determine whence Masonry has been
derived, than what 1t really teaches. In answering
this question, 1t may be justly charged that the au-
thor has put his own interpretation forward, not
against facts or history, but in the face of what may
be regarded as insufficient historical proof. To such
a charge he would reply, first, that no well-authenti-
cated history of Masonry is known to exist; there
being only isolated facts, or fragments, recording the
existence of certain organizations or movements at
different times, and their disappearance on account
of inward dissension or outward persecution. Then
another movement would spring up, at another time
and place, and perhaps under a different name,
though evidently working on the same general lines,
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only to meet with a similar fate. One writer makes
the statement that fully eight hundred different de-
grees have thus, from time to time, been introduced
to the Craft as Masonic. In no case does there exist
any reliable consecutive history of these various
movements. But even 1f such history existed, it
would but little serve the purpose of the present
work, as will be readily seen from what has hereto-
fore been said regarding all these attempts to dis-
cover the Lost Word, by reading backward from the
outer form of Symbolism. Such a history would be
curious and interesting, as showing the fertility ot
the human 1magination, and its proneness to regard
as valuable that which 1s curious and fantastic, be-
cause 1t 1s concealed. Mere vulgar curiosity and
secrecy alone have never yet been the pass-words to
the Adytum of real Initiation. On the other hand,
such a history; did it really exist, would be tinged
with a touch of pathos, on account of the many sor-
rowtul disappointments it would have to record, in
the case of earnest souls seeking, with sincerity and
in truth, for the “Lost Word of the Master,” only to
be overwhelmed at last by disappointment, or to be
publicly executed as malefactors and enemies of
State or Church. Such histories as exist well de-

serve, in many cases, the designation of “organized
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fiction,” and almost invariably record merely the
opinions of those who were friendly or unfriendly
to such movements, with a corresponding dearth of
facts.

For these reasons, no specially historical character
is attempted to be given to this work. One of the
strong points urged by the writer 1s the logical 1n-
ferences drawn from such facts as are known to
exist, and the general spirit everywhere admitted
as pervading the Ancient Mysteries 1n their orig-
inal purity. That such organizations should exist
through all time and yet be without a history seems
at first a strange paradox. The enemies of Ma-
sonry will urge this fact as a reason for rejecting
all that 1s herein contained, ignorant ot the fact
that few histories of any people or any epoch are
better founded. Foremost among these detractors
or deniers will be found the bigoted sectarian and
the modern materialist. With each of these the
real genius of Masonry is in perpetual conflict. For
the first, the universal and unqualified Brotherhood
of Man, is a dead letter, for he believes that only
himself and his chosen associates can be saved. For
the second, the materialist, the recognition of the
Divine Architect of the Universe, in Masonry, as
the “Principle of Princip{es,” and belief in the im-
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he never existed, and Humanity, from its heart-of-
hearts, would create him again tomorrow and jus-
tify the creation by every intuition of the human soul
and by every need of the daily life of man. The
historical contention might be given up, ignored,
and the whole character, genius, and mission ot
Jesus, the Christ, be none the less teal, beneficent,
and eternal, with all of its human and dramatic
episodes. Explain it as you will, it can never be
explained away; the character remains; and whether
Historical or Ideal, it is real and eternal.

This digression serves to illustrate a principle of
interpretation. The Traditions and Symbols of
Masonry do not derive their real value from his-
torical. data, but from the universal and eternal
truths which they' embody. Were they historical epi-
sodes only, the world 1n its cyclic revolutions would
long ago have swept by them and buried them in
eternal oblivion. These great truths, obscured and
lost 1in one age by misinterpretation or persecution,
rise, Phoenix-like, rejuvenated in the next. They
are Immortal Ideals, knowing neither decay nor
death. They are like a Divine Image concealed in
a block of stone (the rough ashler), which many
artists assail with mallet and chisel, square and
compass, only, perchance, to release a distorted
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idol. Only the Perfect Master can so chip away the
stone as to reveal 1n all its grandeur and beauty the
Diwvine Ideal, and endow 1t with the breath of life.
Such i1s the building of character. The fable of
Pygmalion and Galatea 1s, after all, more real than
history. The thread of history is not in isolated
facts, joined by conjecture, and warped to the ig-
norant, bigoted, and time-serving opinions of men.
The real thread 1s to be sought in the theme that
runs through the symphony of creation; in the lofty
Ideals that inspire the life of man, and that lead him
from the clod and the lowlands, where hover the
ghosts of superstition and fear, to the mountains ot
light, where dwell forever inspiration and peace.
Such ideals are the Christ, Hiram, and the Perfect
Master.

It 1s doubtful whether any portion of the present
organization of Masonry, as such, can be traced
further back than the middle of the 17th century.
The great Masonic revolution of 1717, and the
Constitutions of 1723 and 1738, seem to have brought
into existence the present organizations; which, by
no means uniform throughout the world, have,
nevertheless, very much in common. There were
indeed earlier organizations, often unknown and un-
suspected, and operating under different names,
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while using the same glyphs and symbolism; but
no direct connection has been clearly shown to
exist between these organizations and those of the
present time, But as our pursuit 1s philosophical
rather than historical, and our appeal rather to
reason than to authority, we need not go into these
matters further than may be necessary as land-
marks in following our philosophical thread.

A distinctively Christian character 1s now given
to some of the Masonic degrees in Europe and
America. Without the slightest opposition to the
Christian religion, as such, it can readily be shown
that a sectarian bias of any kind is an innovation,
wholly unwarranted, and entirely contrary to the
genius of Masonry. Masonry, on the broad prin-
ciple of toleration and brotherhood, can exclude
neither Jew nor Gentile, Parsee nor Buddhist from
its ample fold. Masonry 1s chiefly indebted to the
French Jesuits for the distinctively Christian char-
acter of some of its degrees. The templar degrees
are purely sectarian, and can in no sense claim that
universal character which recognizes the fraternity
of all religions, and finds fellowship with all men, as
brothers of one common humanity. No genuine
Mason, imbued with the spirit of liberality, will
treat any religion with derision or contempt, or ex-
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clude from membership any Brother who believes in
the existence of God, the Brotherhood of Man, and
the Immortality of the Soul. This Catholic spirit
1s the very foundation of Masonry, and any de-
parture from it is un-Masonic, and subversive of
the ancient Landmarks and Genius of Masonry. It
the Catholic Priests have the right to Christianize
Masonry, so have Jews, Buddhists, or Mohamme-
dans, an equal right to transform it to fit their own
creeds; and such transformation in every case de-
prives Masonry of its universal character. While
it cannot benefit the creed to which Masonry 1s
made to contorm, it will, in the end, destroy Ma-
sonry itself. True Masonry has, for ages, held
aloft the torch-light of Toleration, Equity and Fra-
ternity. The bigoted sectarian, whoever he may be,
divides the world into two classes: those who, with
zeal and blind tfaith, accept his dogmas, and those
who do not. The first he calls “brothers,” the sec-
ond class he regards as aliens, 1f not enemies.
Masonry, while adopting no religion and no form
of doctrine or creed, as such, or as tormulated by
any one religion, recognizes certain basic principles
embodying the ethics taught in all religions. Every
Mason may formulate his creed to suit himself, and
may institute such forms of worship as may seem to
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him desirable or beneficent. Now, that the old
creeds are everywhere losing their hold and falling
In pieces, it 1s more than ever necessary to show that
none of these have ever been a legitimate part of
Masonry; that while Masonry antagonizes none, it
can adopt none as Masonic. This impartial spirit
1s the basis of that impartial justice illustrated in
more than one Masonic degree.

“The distinction between the esoteric and ex-
oteric doctrines (a distinction purely Masonic) was
always and from the very earliest times preserved
among the Greeks. It remounted to the fabulous
time of Orpheus. . . . And after the time of Alex-
ander they resorted for instruction, dogmas, and
mysteries, to all the schools; to those of Egypt and
Asia, as well as those of ancient Thrace, Sicily,
Etruria, and Attica.”

The real source from whence the Ancient Wis-
dom came was Persia and old India, the Mother of
Civilizations and Religions, and of the esoteric or
concealed wisdom.

In this book 1t 1s not attempted to explain all of
the symbols of Freemasonry, or to completely un-
fold the philosophy of the Secret Doctrine. Such
an undertaking would transcend both the time and
ability of the author. The aim 1s rather to show a
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few points of contact, to outline methods of inter-
pretation, to convince the unbiased reader that in
the ancient mysteries lies a mine of wisdom far be-
yond all modern achievement, and to invite the co-
operation of Masons in upholding these Ancient
Truths. To recover the Lost Word i1s to revive the
Ancient Wisdom, and this will facilitate Universal
Fraternity and Universal Progress more than all
other agencies now 1n our possession.

In its ritualism and monitorial lessons Masonry
teaches nothing in morals, 1n science, 11t religion, or
in any other department of human knowledge or
human 1nterest, not taught “elsewhere 1n current
forms of thought, or by the sages of the past. In
these directions 1t has no secrets of any kind. It 1s
in the ancient symbols of Freemasonry that its real
secrets lie concealed, and these are as densely veiled
to the Mason as to any other, unless he has studied
the science of symbolism in general, and masonic
symbols 1n particular. In place of the term Mystic
Masonry, the term Symbolic Masonry might have
been used alone, but just here lies the whole secret,
a protound mystery, and few Masons up to the
present time have had the interest or the patience
necessary to such investigation. This 1s a fact, and
not intended as either a criticism or a reproach. If
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lacking a knowledge of the profound meaning ot
masonic symbolism, and its transcendent interest
and importance, Masons have allowed the whole or-
ganization not only to fail in all real progress, but to
degenerate, that 1s indeed a reproach. The number
of individuals admitted to tellowship in the various
degrees can not atone for such degeneracy, but on
the contrary it rather emphasizes it. The author of
this book 1s perfectly well aware that such a treatise
will not be popular with a certain class of Masons.
They are almost certain to regard 1t with contempt
and to undertake to frown it down. They will
make the statement, which is perfectly true, that no
such meaning has before been explained to them,
and that no such philosophy is found in the moni-
torial instructions of the Lodge. The author can
not, therefore, be justly accused of revealing any ot
the secrets of the Lodge unlawfully. The most
profound secrets of Masonry are not revealed in the
Lodge at all. They belong only to the few. This
again, 1f admitted as a fact, will seem an injustice.
But these secrets must be sought by the individual
himself, and the candidate i1s debarred from possess-
ing them solely by his own 1nattention to the hints
everywhere given in the ritual of the Lodge, or by
his 1indifference to the subject. If he prefers to
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by every just and benevolent means in his power.
The names that are honored in the traditions of the
Lodge and in the history of the Order, belong to
those who have thus achieved enduring fame, and
they are held aloft in the ritual of the Lodge as
worthy of all emulation. But shall neither the
present nor the future add anything to this roll ot
honor? or, if need be, to the list of martyrs? Are
the days of noble deeds past with Masonry forever?
and the need of self-sacrifice and devotion altogether
a thing of the past? There was never greater need
than at the present time; never so great an opportu-
nity as now for Masonry to assume its true place
among the institutions of man and to force recogni-
tion by the simple power of Brotherly Love, Relief,
and Truth, based upon philosophy such as nowhere
else exists outside of its ancient symbols. If the
majority of Masons do not realize the true signifi-
cance and value of their possessions, there i1s all the
more need for those who do to speak out, even in
the face of discouragement and detraction, and do
their utmost to demonstrate the truth. Does any in-
telligent Mason imagine that thé guilds of practical
Masons of a century and a half ago originated the
Order of Freemasons? There were indeed Archi-
tects and Master Builders among them, but the



Introduction. XXXIiX

great majority of Masons were far more ignorant,
as manual servants, than the majority of such
builders are today. Freemasonry i1s modeled on the
plan of the Ancient Mpysteries, with their glyphs
and allegories, and this 1s no mere coincidence; the
parallels are too closely drawn. Bro. Pike came to
the conclusion, after long and patient investigation,
that certain Hermetic Philosophers had a hand in
the construction of the organization of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, and i1f they embodied in its symbol-
ism more than appears on the surtace, and far
deeper truths than the superficial student readily
discerns, it was evidently designed that future gen-
erations should discern and use these profounder
secrets. The evidence in this direction 1s not only
conclusive but overwhelming, though only {rag-
ments of it can be here adduced.

In brief, .then, the real secrets of Freemasonry
lie in 1ts Symbols, and the meaning of the symbols
reveals . a protound philosophy, and a universal
science, that have never been transcended by man.

The author of this book is not presumptive enough
to claim that he has exhausted, or altogether appre-
hended, 1n 1its entirety, this old philosophy. He
has, however, found such interest in its study, and
it has opened to him such a mine of wealth, with
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such treasures revealed at every step. that he desires
to share these precious jewels with his fellow crafts-
men, that they may also go further, and from the
secret vaults bring forth for inspection other and
greater discoveries. These jewels have not been
concealed by accident, but by design, in order that
they might, in some future age, be restored. Even
the stone that was rejected, and became lost in the
rubbish, not only bears an emblem, and contains a
mark, but 1s itself, from first to last, with its sur-
roundings, method of restoration, and final use, a
symbol. It i1s the center of a five-pointed star,
which 1s the kabalistic sign of man. In one direc-
tion, 1t symbolizes the five senses, lost in the rubbish
of passion and selfish gratification. When this re-
jected or lost stone i1s recovered, and sent to the
King of the temple (man’s Higher-Self), and is
recognized and restored, the arch 1s complete, and
the gateway of the senses gives entrance to the
“Palace of the King.” The result is light or il-
lumination. Such are the Illuminati.

The writing of this book has been altogether a la-
bor of love. It 1s designed to be no less a tribute
to the Heroes and Murtyrs of Masonry in the Past,
than an humble offering to the Fraternity oi the
Present. J- D. B.

CINCINNATI, November 9, 1896.



MYSTIC MASONRY.

CHAPTER I

PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION AND ETHICS.

“And this to fill us with regard for man

With apprehension of his passing worth,

Desire to work his proper nature out,

And ascertain his rank and final place.

For these things tend still upward, prcgress is
The Law of life; man is not Man as yet.

Nor shall ¥ deem his object served, his end
Attained, his genuine strength put fairly forth,
While only here and there a star dispels

The darkness; here and there a towering mind
O’erlooks its prostrate fellows; when the host
Is out at once to the despair of night;

When all mankind alike is perfected,

Equal in full-blown powers, then, not till then,

I say, begins men’s general infancy.”

| —BROWNING’S Paracelsus.

S0 long as the struggle for bare existence in-
volves, as 1t does today, the greater part of the en-

(41)
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ergy,. time, and opportunities of man, he will never
discover the real meaning of manhood, or the pur-
pose of human existence. Even this much may be
discerned from physical evolution alone; from the
study of the human brain, in which there is a con-
tinually increasing portion of gray substance set free
from the tunctions incident to the preservation of
the physical structure, and evidently designed to be
appropriated to separate and higher uses. Mere 1n-
tellectual -activities alone, connected with the phys-
ical plane, with the maintenance and enjoyment of
life, will not explain the philosophy of cerebral de-
velopment. It 1s largely for this reason that the
offices of the encephalon are so little known today.
There are latent powers and almost infinite capabili-
ties in man, the meaning of which he has hardly yet
dreamed of possessing. Nor will leisure and intel-
lectual cultivation alone reveal these powers. It 1s
only through a complete philosophy of the entire
nature of man and the capacities and destiny of the
human soul, supplemented by the use of such knowl-
edge, that man will eventually come into the pos-
session of his birthright; and from this “general
infancy’—as Browning puts it—begin the journey
from real manhood to perfection.

Two conditions at the present time stand squarely
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in the way of such achievements: first, anarchy and
confusion, the result ot selfishness 1n all social re-
lations. This condition can be overcome in but one
way, viz., by the recognition of the unqualified
Brotherhood of Man; not as a theory, a religious
duty, or a mere matter of sentiment; but as a fact
in Nature; a universal and Divine Law; the penalty
for the violation of which is precisely the conditions
under which humanity now sufters.

The second condition, which has given rise to
“Confusion among the Workmen” in building the
social temple and the individual habitation of man,
1s false i1deals; inefficient methods of education; and
almost total ignorance of the existence and the na-
ture of the soul. The result of this ignorance may
be seen 1n the fact, that not one individual 1n a
million who has both leisure and opportunity, makes
any real advancement in the evolution of the higher
powers; or is even cognizant of the fact that he is
a LIVING soUL. Old age is filled, not only with 1n-
firmities, but with miseries without number. Not
one 1n a million can say with the poet:

““Tis the sunset of life, gives me mystical lore;
As coming events cast their shadows before.”

In the great majority of cases with the aged, death
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1s looked upon with uncertainty or tear, or as a
blessed release from suffering and sorrow. Life is
thus endured as a necessary evil, and 1s more often
voted by the individual to be a failure than.a suc-
cess. What Ilife ought to be 1s often conceived
from our many failures; what it might be is dimly
perceived from the intuitions of the soul which the
struggles and selfishness of existence have failed to
entirely obliterate.

These things ought not so to be, nor need they
longer be, if earnest men and women would seek
diligently, first for the cause ot all our ills, and sec-
ondly, tor a sufficient remedy. This remedy is to be
found, first, in KNOoWLEDGE; second, in Service of
the Truth. Let us now examine a little more in de-
tail some of the conditions under which we suffer.

The present is proudly designated as the Age of
Science. The art of printing, the power of Steam
and Electricity in applied science; the Conservation
and Correlation of Energy, and the Theory of Evo-
lution i1n speculative science, with the resulting
details, constitute the greater part of our real dis-
coveries. One machine is made to do the work of
a score or more of men, while the laborers who have
been thus displaced have no adequate share in the
profits of mechanical invention. Those who work
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With regard to the Science of Man, and all that
concerns his origin, nature and destiny, individually
or collectively, neither science nor religion has
taught us anything. Science has given us the
slogan—"‘the survival of the fittest,”—a mere scien-
tific phrasing of the motto of the Robber Barons,
that “he may seize who hath the power, and he
may hold who can.” In the industries of life the
result may be reduced to one word, COMPETITION.
In manufacture,- in trade, in all professions—even
the Clerical profession—in schools, everywhere,
CoMPETITION, Strife, and “the survival of the fittest.”

“And this to fill us with regard for man;
With apprehension of his passing worth,
Desire to work his proper nature out,

And ascertain his rank and tinal place.”

So far our boasted civilization is, on a gigantic scale,
a Car of Jagannatha, and’it crushes heads and hearts
as relentlessly as the wooden idol of our heathen
brothers, only, American-like, we do the killing by

wholesale.

Are not nearly the whole of the energies and
activities of life directed to and expended upon the -
physical plane alone? And has not the struggle for
existence increased with the great majority, in spite
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of all our boasted progress, our boasted ‘science, and
our Christian Civilization? We have neither the
time, the energy, nor the disposition to discover the
real meaning and aim of life, because all our ener-

gies are absorbed in the bare maintenance of exist-
ence.

“Ah! small is the pleasure existence can give,
When the fear we shall die only proves that we live.”

If real knowledge of the nature of the soul and the
destiny of man had never existed, our present con-
dition would be pitiable in the extreme; but when
it is demonstrated that this knowledge once existed,
that 1t was first degraded by selfishness and then lost
by design, and that for centuries designing Priests,
many ot whom would have disgraced a scaffold, but
who have been canonized as saints, have done their
utmost to deprive humanity ot this knowledge, what
shall the humanitarian say? Shall he preach Uni-
versal Brotherhood and Toleration, and yet seek
revenge on the priesthood? A thousand times, no!
but rather leave priest and proletariat to settle their
own affairs and go their own way, and go to work
ourselves to recover the lost knowledge, and when
recovered devote it absolutely to Humanity.

The most hopeful sign of the times 1s the humani-
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tarian work being done by thousands of well-disposed
persons who appreciate existing evils, and desire to
get rid of them. In very few instances, however,
the results attained are commensuraté with
the energy or the sacrifice employed, for self-
sacrifice 1s a virtue not altogether unknown to
Christendom. But in very many instances these
humanitarian efforts resemble an attempt to dest'roy
a Upas tree, which being cut down every day grows
again before morning. We imprison and execute
criminals, and crime nowhere decreases. We se-
questrate and “doctor” the insane, and insanity
continually increases. We build hospitals for or-
phans, the sick and the aged, and we do well; but
orphanage; sickness and the distress and poverty
of age grow in no wise less. It ought sometime to
occur to us that society 1s all wrong, or that some-
thing 1s radically wrong with all our methods. In
the aggregate all the profits derived from scientific
discoveries and from labor-saving machines has to
be returned to the criminal or indigent classes. The
only thing that we can boast of as a result is an in-
crease in the number of millionaires; and these, as a
class, instead of being the fruition of a higher evo-
lution are almost without exception the very flower
of a Civilization of Competition and Selfishness.
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They have created an aristocracy of wealth, very
often by gambling or stealing, and determine the
criterion of what is called “good society,” viz.: ex-
travagant display and vulgar pretentiousness.

What then is really the matter with our boasted
civilization? The answer 1S, IGNORANCE and SEL-
FISHNESS; it is the result of the “Sin of Separate-
ness.”

If in our social and political affairs the foregoing
are the results in spite of all scientific progress, and
in the face of our boasted “Christian-Civilization,”
in the intellectual realm, or in educational matters,
are we any better off 7 Let us see.

One of the first lessons the child is taught in
school 1s Competition. It is instilled into every
child at an early age that he should aim to be at the
head of his class, and his exertions are continually
incited to get ahead of his fellows. Many a young
man or young woman graduating from literary
institutions and carrying off the prizes for profi-
ciency or scholarship are mental wrecks all the rest
of their lives. Nor are the subjects taught, or the
branches ot learning mastered, such, in a great ma-
jority of instances, as are of any great practical
value to the student in after life. The amount of
technical information acquired 1s often useful in the
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so-called learned professions; but in the ordinary
walks ot life more often fall into disuse, and seldom
serve the purpose of opening the higher avenues of
knowledge, or putting the individual in possession
of a real knowledge of himself.

Herbert Spencer mentions five objects to be at-
tained in the education of children: That education
which prepares for direct self-preservation; that
which prepares for indirect self-preservation; that
which prepares for parenthood; that which prepares
for citizenship; and that which prepares for the
miscellaneous refinements of life. These objects
set forth by one of the most profound writers of the
present time, may be seen to pertain to self-pres-
ervation and “getting on” in life, the last object may,
by implication, have a Social bearing; but any
higher knowledge, designed to put man in posses-
sion of his real powers and to promote the evolu-
tion of the soul, are not even mentioned.

In all our religious instruction, from childhood,
and through all the ministrations of religion in after
life, we are taught to look very sharp after the
salvation of our own souls; and this in the face of
the statement that a very large proportion of the
human race will eventually be utterly lost, or
damned, for all eternity! Science completes the pic-
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ture by trying to demonstrate that the struggle for
existence 1s a necessary condition ot all improve-
ment; and that only the sharpest tooth and the long-
est claw can survive. The ideal thus held aloft by
both religion and science 1s SELFISHNESS. JSelf-
preservation is regarded as the “FIRST LAW OF LIFE.”
The result 1s MATERIALISM 1n the strictest and
broadest sense, and this has paralyzed, where it has
not utterly destroyed, all higher ideals. |
Is 1t not reasonable to suppose that if we were
possessed ot real knowledge we might so govern our
actions, and so shape our lives as to avoid the pit-
falls of ignorance, and set our feet on the line of
the higher evolution? Religion offers Faith, with a
system of rewards and punishments, and inculcates
Charity, which is more often interpreted as the
giving of alms; but religion does not give us Knowl-
edge. Science offers a theory, or a working hy-
pothesis, but still does not give us Knowledge. So
long as 1t requires all of our energies to barely
maintain existence on the physical plane, and to
help those who can not do even that, unaided, we
have little opportunity to seek for higher things.
The complicated system under which we are
working is the result of many centuries of ignorance
and superstition, and of many generations of evil-
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doing, and these results cannot be changed in a day.
Many of our modern institutions, covered over, as
they are, with abuses and injustice, are, neverthe-
less, so deep-rooted that they will have to work
themselves out to the bitter end of pain, sorrow,
and, probably, through lawlessness and bloodshed.
This need not be, yet it would be impossible to con-
vince, all at once, a sufficient number of individuals
who are involved in these institutions, of the real
cause of all our misery, and, at the same ‘time, to
induce them to co-operate AT ONCE to remove the
cause. Such a thing is not to be expected, because
of universal unbelief as to the existence ot the rem-
edy proposed; hence, retributive Justice will have
to work out its own results.

Is it really necessary that mankind should forever
remain in ignorance, and forever repeat the same
follies, and invite the retribution that we have 1n-
voked?

In the following pages, two sources of knowledge
have been pointed out, viz.,, Masonry and Philoso-
phy, and these have been shown to take their rise,
either directly or indirectly, from the Mysteries ot
Antiquity. The Unqualiied Brotherhood of Man
1s the basis ot all Ethics, and the Great Republic i1s
the Ideal State. It these concepts were accepted
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mine the standards and usages in what 1s called
“society,” the ideals of their male associates are far
lower than theirs, and the men are saved from ennwu:
by the diversity of Club Life or the necessities of
business. The common laborer who finds continued
employment is really less miserable oftentimes than
these sons and daughters of fortune, who generally
lose all zest in life, whose old age 1s filled with mis-
ery over their vanished youth, and whose lives are
frequently cut short by paresis, where they do not
degenerate into imbecility. It is one of the most
hopeful signs of the time that among this favored
class an increasing number are found devoting
themselves, their time, energy, and money, to the
betterment of the condition of the masses. Re-
incarnation being true, these servants of humanity
are laying by a store of good Karma, which 1s Ilit-
erally “treasure in heaven,” and which must inevit-
ably secure for them still broader opportunities and
greater power for good in another life; and best of
all, they are unfolding the higher spiritual percep-
tions. Nothing so shrouds the Higher Self-in man
as selfishness, and this 1s the reason why so few per-
sons are possessed of the direct perception that
what 1s true, 1s True, and that what 1s false, 1s False.

There has been for a long time a very widespread
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4nd increasing conviction that Education would
prove a panacea for all our evils; and that 1f we
could begin with the young, and have the training
of children, we could eventually reform society,
even though these children might be the offspring of
vicious parentage. That “we must educate or we
must perish” contains, no doubt, a great truth; but
it is offset by another saying: “Education cannot
repair the defects of birth.” What real education
is, how and when i1t should begin, and what, under
the most favorable circumstances, it may be ex-
pected to accomplish, we do not yet perceive. The
saying that 1t takes at least three generations to
make a Gentleman contains a truth, even 1f the
criterion as to what constitutes a real gentleman
may be uncertain or defective. And again, the say-
ing, that the education of a child should begin at
least nine months before it is born, shows that pre-
natal conditions and influences are at least recog-
nized as existing. But in this last direction, viz., as
to the environment of the Mother during gestation,
the Ancient Greeks knew far more than we, and
enacted laws to prevent physical deformity from
being propagated or even seen. The result was

physical symmetry such as the world has seldom
seern.
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Now when all these problems are studied in the
light of re-incarnation the greater part of all ob-
scurity disappears. Such study teaches us what the
Ego 1s, and exactly what 1s determined by heredity,
and what are the individual and inalienable posses-
sions of the Ego itself. It teaches how, by a law as
blind as that of gravitation, because it is always ab-
solutely just, and as inflexible as Fate, the Karma
of the child, associates 1t with the Karma of the pa-
rents, whether on the score of virtue or of vice. It
both vice and virtue adhere to the Ego as tne resuit
of all former living, and are manifest in the ten-
dencies of the individual, one way or the other, then
the parentage, in any case, can only furnish the
necessary conditions of expression; the opportunity
to work out the innate tendencies.

Now the thing that education can and ought to
change, is these innate tendencies. This is the only
genuine reformation; and a great step toward this
1s gained by improvement 1n individual environ-
ment. If, however, i1t be considered that all envi-
ronment 1s the result of Karma under natural law,
it will be seen that the most unfortunate and hope-
less environment might sometimes aftord the very
conditions of reformation. It can be imagined that
a really intelligent and aspiring Ego, brought by



Principles of Education and Ethics. 57

Karma into these untavorable conditions as the re-
sult of its own acts in a former life, would not only
put forth all of its energies to rise, but would be
forevermore repelled by such degrading influences
as now surround him, and flee from them as from a
pestilence.

Here we come face to face with the real problem
of education. How shall we educate? With the
children of the poor, and even with many of those
of the middle classes, the ordinary curriculum of
School and College often serves to inculcate ideas
of luxury and contempt for labor, and results, in
many instances, in idleness and dissipation. Many
parents are ambitious that their children should be
educated, in order that they may escape from, hard
work, and have an easier time in life than they have
had themselves. In morality, or ethics, the children
are taught certain precepts, or are required to recite
certain religious formula, such as the Creed or the
Catechism; they are very seldom, however, taught
unselfishness or self-conquest. The result 1s that
the innate perceptions of the child, which are nat-
urally far keener than most people are aware of,
and which 1nvariably, unless cultivated, become
blunted with age and worldly experience, are utterly
disregarded, or they are blunted by the very system
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of competition in education to which reference has
already been made. It may thus be seen that it
makes all the difference in the world how we edu-
cate, and that Ideals here are of more importance
than almost anywhere else.

It 1s true that in some of the newer colleges,
methods are being introduced which foster individu-
ality, and which cultivate the natural perceptions to
an extent hitherto almost unknown. This method
must necessarily result in putting those students who
are so fortunate as to come under its influence in
possession ot their own faculties, and in making
them aware of their own capabilities. This method
must necessarily favor a strong Individuality in the
student. Now, 1f this can be supplemented by a
further knowledge ot the Latent Powers of the Soul
and with the true ideals of the higher evolution, the
result will be something not yet apprehended by the
majority of educators.

In discussing the question as to what kind of
knowledge is of the most use, Herbert Spencer
places Scientific Knowledge in the first category;
not alone for its practical results, but on account of
the 1deals to which it may give rise, and the broader
apprehension to which it may lead. “Only the sin-
cere man of science,” he says, “and not the mere
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calculator of distances, or analyzer of compounds,
or labeler of species; but him who through lower
truths seeks higher, and eventually the highest—can
truly know how utterly beyond, not only. human
knowledge, but human conception, 1s the Universal
Power ot which Nature, and Lite, and Thought are
manifestations.”

In like manner Professor Huxley makes the con-
summation of Science to be the discernment of the
rational order pervading the universe. It 1s, then,
our methods that are most at fault and our ignorance
that holds us down.

It 1s this higher knowledge toward which all use-
ful and rational acquirement tends; and why should
our efforts cease short of the very highest? All
education that does not tend in this direction, with
the final goal consistently and continually in view,
1s false, and 1s necessarily a failure. Now, this higher
knowledge is a knowledge of the Soul: of its origin,
nature, powers, and the laws that govern its evolu-
tion; and this 1s precisely the knowledge which
modern science fails to afford, but which Ancient
Science taught in the Mysteries of Antiquity. All
preliminary study and training led up to this—“The
real measure of a man.” Just as all life 1s an evolu-
tion, so 1s all real knowledge an initiation; and it
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proceeds 1n a natural order, and advances by specific

b

“degrees.” The candidate must always be worthy
and well qualified, duly and truly prepared. That
1s, he must perceive that such knowledge exists;
must desire to possess it; and must be willing to
make whatever personal sacrifice is necessary for its
acquirement. He must have passed beyond the
stage of blind belief or superstition, the bondage ot
fear, the age of fable, and the dominion of appetite
and sense. This is the meaning of being “duly and
truly prepared.”” He must have proved his fitness
in these directions, no less than the absence in him
of that subtler form of intellectual selfishness which
comes from the possession of knowledge, and the
desire for dominion through it over others less highly
endowed, for selfish purposes of his own. His mo-
tive, therefore, alone, can determine that he 1s
“worthy and well qualified.”

It is true on every plane of life, that in the process
by which knowledge is acquired—always by experi-
ence—man becomes the thing which he knows; that
1s, knowing is a progressive becoming. There re-
sults, - therefore, a continual transformation of the
motives, ideals, and perceptions of the individual,
whenever 1n his daily experience in life he 1s placed

on the lines ot least resistance or the Natural Order
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is it for a moral precept to degenerate into mere
slang. Conscience is the struggle of the under-
standing 1n assimilating experience; it is the effort
of the individual to adjust precept with practice, or
in other words, Conscience is that living, active
process, resulting in the growth of the soul, and in
the increase of man’s power to apprehend truth.
In the Ancient Mysteries, Life presented itselt to
the candidate as a problem to be solved, and not as
certain propositions to be memorized and as easily
forgotten. The solution of this problem constituted
all genuine initiation, and at every step or degree
the problem expanded. As the vision of the can-
didate enlarged in relation to the problems and
meaning of life, his powers of apprehension and as-
similation also increased proportionately. This was
also an evolution. It may reasonably be supposed
that the lower degrees of such initiation concerned
the ordinary affairs of life, viz.,, a knowledge ot the
laws and processes ot external nature: the candi-
date’s relation to these through his physical body,
and s relations, on the physical plane, through his
animal senses, and social instincts, to his fellow-men.
These matters being learned, adjusted, Mastered, the
candidate passed to the next degree. Here he
learned theoretically, at first, the nature of the soul;
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the process ot its evolution, and began to untold
those finer instincts that have been so often reterred
to in certain sections of this work. If he was found
capable of apprehending these, and kept his “vow”
in the preceding degree, he presently discovered the
evolution within him of senses and faculties per-

>

taining to the “soul-plane.” His progress would be

instantly arrested, and his teachers would refuse all
further instruction, 1f he was found negligent of
the ordinary duties of life; those to his family, his
neighbors, or his country. All these must have
been fully discharged before he could stand upon
the threshold as a candidate for the Greater Mys.
teries; for in these he became an unselfish Servant
of Humanity as a whole; and had no longer the
right to bestow the gifts of knowledge or power
that he possessed, upon his own kinsmen, or friends,
in preference to strangers. In the higher degrees,
he might be precluded from using these powers even
to preserve his own life. Both the Master and his
Powers belong to Humanity. If the reader will but
reflect a moment, how the tantalizing Jews called
upon Jesus to “save himself and come down from
the cross,” if he were the Christ, it may be seen
that this doctrine of Supreme Selflessness ought,
long ago, to have been better apprehended by the
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Christian world; for while it is a Divine Attribute,
the Synonym of the Christ, it 1s latent in all human-
ity, and must be evolved as herein described.

That which makes such an evolution seem to
modern readers impossible, 1s, that it cannot be
conceived as being accomplished in a single life, nor
can it be. It is the result of persistent effort guided.
by high i1deals through many lives. Those who deny
Pre-existence may logically deny all such evolution.
There must, however, come a time when the con-
summation 1s reached in one life; and this 1s the
logical meaning of the saying of Jesus—IT IS FIN-
ISHED.



The Genius of Freemasonry. 65

CHAPTER IL

THE GENIUS OF FREEMASONRY.

“The whole world is but one Republic, of which
each Nation 1s a family, and évery individual a
child. Masonry, not in anywise derogating from
the differing duties which the diversity of States re-
quires, tends to create a new people, which, com-
posed of men of many nations and tongues, shall all
be bound together by the bonds of Science, Moral-
ity and Virtue."—PixE’s Morals and Dogma, p. 220.

“In fine, the real object of this association (Free-
masonry) may be summed up in these words: To
efface from among men the prejudices of caste, the
conventional distinctions of color, origin, opinion,
nationality; to annihilate fanaticism and supersti-
tion, extirpate national discord, and with i1t extin-
guish the firebrand of war; in a word—to arrive, by
free and pacific progress, at one formula or model
of eternal and universal right, according to which
each individual human being shall be free to de-
velop every faculty with which he may be endowed,
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and to concur heartily and with the fullness of his
strength, 1n the bestowment of happiness upon all,
and thus to make of the whole human race one
family of brothers, united by affection, wisdom and
labor.”—REBoOLD’s Huistory of Masonry, p. 62.

The above quotations from two of the most promi-
nent modern writers on Freemasonry—the one deal-
ing with the philosophical, and the other with the
historical aspect of the subject—may {fairly repre-
sent the genius, or the Ideals and aims of Masonry.
How far short of this ideal Masonry may {fall today,
it 1s no part of the object of this book to show.
No one, however, at all familiar with the subject,
will for a moment undertake to maintain that noth-
ing 1s left to be accomplished. It is, indeed, some-
thing grand and sublime to have conceived such an
ideal, and to have striven in any measure toward its
realization; and this, Masonry has done from its
earliest history.

There 1s a thread of tradition connecting modern
Masonry with the most ancient Mysteries of An-
tiquity. The ancient landmarks may be discovered
in every nation and time. “Notwithstanding the
connection that so evidently exists,” says Dr. Re-
bold, “between the ancient Mysteries and the Free-
masonry of our day, the latter should be considered
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an imitation rather than a continuation of those
ancient Mysteries; for initiation into them was the
entering of a school, wherein were taught art, sci-
ence, morals, law, philosophy, philanthropy and the
wonders and worship of nature.”—REBOLD’s History,
p. 62.

The universal Science and the sublime philosophy,
once taught in the Greater Mysteries of - Egypt,
Chaldea, Persia, and India, and among many other
nations of antiquity, is a dead letter in modern
Freemasonry. @ The intelligent Mason, however,
should be the last person in the world to deny that
such wisdom once existed, for the simple reason that
the whole superstructure of Masonry 1s built upon
the traditions of 1ts existence, and its ritual serves as
its living monument. Proficiency in the preceding
degree 1s everywhere made a reason for advance-
ment in Masonry. This proficiency 1s made to con-
sist in the ability oi the candidate to repeat, word
for word, certain rituals and obligations already
passed, the meaning or explanations of which con-
stitute the lectures in the various degrees. The
usage at this point, in the United States at least,
serves rather to secure the rights and benefits of the
Lodge to those entitled to them, and to withhold
them from all others, than to advance the candidate
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in real knowledge. In other Masonic jurisdictions,
however, a different custom prevails. Of the Bel-
gium Lodges, for example, a Brother writes as fol-
lows:

“Our Lodge, called ‘La Charite,” at Orient Char-
levoi, 1s under obedience of the great Orient at
Brussels, and has the Scottish Rite. No Mason is
supposed to know anything of the ritual by heart.
Questions and answers are read out, especially at
initiation. The work of the Mason 1s supposed to be
interior work 1in himself, before 1t can become exte-
rior labor. So in order to obtain his degrees he has
to do some work of his own, and no one is supposed
to learn anything i)y heart, except words, signs and
passwords. Now I have to tell you that every
Mason is supposed to do some literary work on gen-
eral subjects concerning the welfare of man, hu-
man 1nstitutions, sociology, history, philosophy,
philanthropy, etc., etc., and 1t 1s such work that a
young Mason 1s supposed to do. Then, after reading
these papers, they are discussed by all the members
of the Lodge present, perhaps for three or four
meetings, until the subject seems to be exhausted.
This develops, in the young Mason, his intelligence
and his moral feeling.”

As will be shown 1n a later section, this method
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the true religion, which existed already, began to be
called Christian.”*

St. Augustine was Bishop of Hippo, born in 347
A. D.,, and lived near enough the time of Christ to

know whereot he wrote.

But to continue our quotations from Morals and
Dogma:

“In the early days of Christianity, there was an
initiation like those of the Pagans. Persons were
admitted on special conditions only. To arrive at a
complete knowledge ot the doctrine, they had to pass
three degrees of instruction. The initiates were
consequently divided into three classes: the first,
Auditors; the second, Catechumens; and the third,
“te Faithful. These doctrines, and the celebration
) T the Holy Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist,
' were kept with profound secrecy. These Mysteries
were divided into three parts: the first styled the
Mass of the Catechumens; the second, the Mass of
the Faithful. The celebration of the Mysteries of

Mythras was also styled a Mass, and the ceremonies

*Quoted by Heckethorne—“Secret Societies,” p. 12,
' Introduction: “They were first called Christians at

Antioch.”
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used were the same. There were found all the
sacraments of the Catholic Church, even the breath
of confirmation.” . . “The Basilideans, a sect of
Christians that arose soon after the time of the
Apostles, practiced the Mysteries with the old
Egyptian legend. They symbolized Osiris by the
Sun, Isis by the Moon, and Typhon by Scorpio, and
wore crystals bearing these emblems, as amulets or
talismans, to protect them from danger, upon which
were also a brilliant star and the serpent. They
were copied from the talismans of Persia and Ara-
bia, and given to every candidate at his initiation.
They all claimed”—( Gnostics, Marcosians, Ophites,
etc.)—"to possess a secret doctrine, coming to therny
directly from Jesus Christ, different from that of t3

Gospels and Epistles, and superior to those ccm

munications, which, in their eyes, were merely
exoteric. This secret doctrine they did not com-
municate to every one; and among the extensive
sects of the Basilideans, hardly one in a thousand
knew 1t, as we learn from Irenzus. We know the
name ot only the highest class of their initiates.
They were styled Elect, or Elus, and ‘Strangers to
the World.” They had at least three degrees—the
Material, the Intellectual, and the Spiritual, and the
lesser and greater mysteries; and the number of
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those who attained the highest degree was quite
small.”

“In the Hierarchiae, attributed to St. Dionysius,
the Areopagite, the first'Bishop of Athens, the tradi-
tion of the sacrament is said to have been divided
into three degrees of grades—Purification, Initia-
tion, and Accomplishment or Perfection—and it
mentions also, as part ot the ceremony, the bringing
to sight. The Apostolic Constitutions, attributed to
Clemens, Bishop of Rome, describe the early church,
and say: ‘These regulations must on no account be
communicated to all sorts of persons, because of the
mysteries contained in them.””

It is interesting to contrast the utterances of early
Bishops of the Christian Church with the Bulls and
Anathemas of excommunication of later Popes,
hurled against the Masons for entertaining the same
doctrines and practicing the same rites. But this
was after the idea of dominion had seized the mod-
ern church, which tolerates no rival, and would de-
stroy all opposition. Papal supremacy must be

maintained at any cost.
Tertullian, who died about A. p. 216, says in his

Apology:
“None are admitted to the religious mysteries

without an oath of secrecy. We appeal to your
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Thracian and Eleusinian mysteries; and we are
specially bound to this caution, because if we prove
faithless, we should not only provoke Heaven, but
draw upon our heads the utmost rigor of human dis-
pleasure.”

Clemens, Bishop of Alexandria, born A. b. 191,
says, in his Stromata, that he can not explain the
Mysteries, because he should thereby, according to
the old proverb, “put a sword into the hands of a
child.” He frequently compares the-discipline of
the Secret with the “Heathen Mysteries as to their
internal and recondite wisdom.”

Origen, born A. p. 134 or 135, answering Celsus,
who had objected that the Christians had a concealed
doctrine, said:

“Inasmuch as the essential and important doc-
trines and principles of Christianity are openly
taught, it 1s foolish to objeg:t that there are other
things that are recondite; for this is common dis-
cipline with that of those philosophers in whose
teachings some things were exoteric and some eso-
teric; and it is enough to say that it was so with
some of the disciples 6f Pythagoras.”

The formula which the primitive church pro-
nounced at the moment of celebrating its mysteries,
was this: “Depart ye Profane! Let the Catechu-
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mens, and those who have not been admitted or 1ni-
tiated, go forth.”

Archelaus, Bishop of Cascara in Mesopotamia,
who, in the year 278, conducted a controversy with
the Manichaans, said :

“These mysteries the church now communicates
to him who hgs passed,through the introductory de-
gree. These are not explained to the Gentiles at
all; nor are they taught in the hearing of Cate-
chumens, but much that is spoken is in disguised
terms, that the Faithful, who possess the knowledge,
may be still more informed, and those who are not
acquainted with 1t may suffer no disadvantage.”

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, was born in the year
316 and died in 386. In his Catechesis he says:

“The Lord spake in parables to his hearers in
general; but to his disciples he explained in private
the parai)les and allegories which he spoke in pub-
lic.” . . “Just so the church discovers its mys-
teries to those who have advenced beyond the class
of Catechumens: we employ obscure terms with

others.”
St. Basil, the great Bishop of Casarea, born in the

year 326, and dying in the year 376, says:
“We receive the dogmas transmitted to us by
writing, and those which have descended to us from
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the Apostles, beneath the mystery of oral tradition;
for several things have been handed to us without
writing, lest the vulgar, too familiar with our dog-
mas, should lose a due respect for them. This is
what the uninitiated are not permitted to contem-
plate; and how should i1t ever be proper to write
and circulate among the people an account of them.”

St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishop of Constantinople,
A. D. 379, says:

“You have heard as much of the mystery as we
are allowed to speak openly in the ears of all; the
rest will be communicated to you in private; and
that you must retain within yourself.” . . . “Our
mysteries are not to be made known to strangers.”

The foregoing quotations are from Pike’s Morals
and Dogma, pp. 141, 142, 143, 144, and 145. To
this list of witnesses are also added St. Ambrose,
Archbishop of Milan, A. p. 340; St. Chrysostom of
Constantinople (354-417); Cyril of Alexandria,
Bishop in 412; Theodoret, Bishop of Cyropolis in
Syria in 420, and others to the same effect.

It 1s beyond controversy, that there was an exo-
teric and an esoteric doctrine with the early Chris-
" tians; that the esoteric doctrines were communicated
orally in the mysteries of initiation; and that these
mysteries conformed to and were original.ly derived
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from those of the so-called Pagan world. The Mys-
tery of Christ received a new interpretation after the
first Nicene Council, and as the Church sought do-
minion, it lost the Great Secret, and since then has
denied that i1t ever existed, and done all 1n 1its
power to obliterate all its records and monuments.
While we are concerned with Masonry rather than
Christianity, it is, nevertheless, necessary to show
the connecting links, in order that the “Ancient
Landmarks” may not only be discerned, but cor-
rectly interpreted. Neither Christianity nor Free-
masonry 1s the direct and lineal descendant of the
Greater Mpysteries of Antiquity, but both are im-
itators, and both have failed to preserve the Key of
interpretation, and are generally unaware that such
a Key ever existed. My contention 1s not against
either Masonry or Christianity, but for the rejuve-
nation of both, through the restoration of the Se-
cret Doctrine to each. Modern Masonry never
possessed the Key, while many of the early Chris-
tian sects had it in their possession, but in time lost
it through worldliness, the greed for earthly domin-
ion, and the decay of Spirituality.

Something further may be shown as to the origin
of the Christian Mysteries. In the year 525, B. C.,
Cambyces, called ‘““the mad,” led an army into





https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join

78 Mystic Masonry.

the convents. Coming now to the dawn of the 16th
century, and the great Protestant Reformation, we
find Johann Trithemius, Abbot of St. Jacob, at
Wurtzburg, celebrated as one of the greatest of
Alchemists and Adepts; and Cornelius Agrippi and
Paracelsus were his pupi-ls. John Reuchlin, a
famous Kabalist of that time, and counted as one of
the most learned men in his day in Europe, was the
friend and perceptor of Luther, and Luther’s first
public utterances were a course of lectures on the
philosophy of Aristotle. A strong effort was made
to revive the ancient wisdom, but the age was too
gross and superstitious, and the Reformation resulted
in centuries of blind belief, and the suppression of
the Secret Doctrine.

Modern Freemasonry honors as its ancient great
teachers Zoroaster, Pythagoras, Plato, and many
others, and in some of its degrees gives a briet
summary of their doctrines. Masonry, in a certain
sense, includes them all, and has adopted their
precepts. They were all initiates in the mysteries,
and fundamentally their doctrines were the same.
All taught the existence of the G. A. O. U, the
immortality ot the soul, and the unqualified Brother-
hood of Man; and with these primitive and funda-
mental truths Masonry 1s in full accord.
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The Guilds of Masons, or Builders, with which
modern Freemasonry claims connection, doubtless
suggested the name of Mason, the symbolism of a
Builder, and perhaps the form ot organization or
advancement by degrees, as Apprentice, Fellow-
craft and Master, representing the three degrees of
the ancient mysteries.

The past two or three centuries at most will
include the whole of the history of modern Free-
masonry. The organization 1s recent, but its prin-
ciples, when clearly defined, and intelligently inter-
preted, are eternal, and are in full accord with the
greater mysteries of antiquity.

The foregoing running comment on some of the
ancient landmarks will enable us to draw compari-
sons and derive interpretations ot Masonic symbols
and glyphs from ancient mysteries, and so to dis-
cover the science and philosophy that constitute the
genius of Masonry. Instead of being an imitation
of the Mysteries of Antiquity, Masonry should be-
come their Restoration and Perpetuation through
the coming centuries, not by relaxing its discipline;
or changing its ritual, but by deepening the learning,
intensifying the zeal and elevating the aim of every
Brother throughout the world.
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CHAPTER 11l

THE GENIUS OF FREEMASONRY.

The traditions, glyphs and ritual of Freemasonry
cluster around the building of the temple; the le-
gend of the widow’s son, Hiram-abiff, who lost his
lite 1in the defense ot his integrity, and the search
for the Lost Word of the Master. As the candidate
progresses, degree after degree, he 1s furnished with
the working-tools suited to his degree of knowledge
and proficiency, given instruction as to their use;
the lesser and greater lights are revealed and ex-
plained; and through all, each outer form, or ma-
terial thing, i1s shown to be a symbol of a deeper
mystery, a concealed potency.

This 1s, 1n brief, the language and the philosophy
of symbolism, or the exoteric and the esoteric garb
of Truth. The method itself, outside of all details
or applications, has a deeper scientific significance
than most persons are aware of. This method of
instruction 1s not fanciful or arbitrary, but conforms
to the process of Eternal Nature in building an
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atom or a world; a daisy or a man. Cosmos has
evolved from Chaos, and yet Chaos remains the
Eternal Potency; what Plato called the “World of

]

Divine Ideas.” This will be more fully explained

in a.subsequent chapter. For the present, it may
suffice to say, that from primitive space, primordial
ether, or what modern science might call the Matrix
or origin of the “nebulous mass,” the earth and all
that it contains has evolved. The essential form, the
idea of all things; the potency or force; and the
matter as we now discern 1t, must have existed 1n
primordial space. Therefore, these two always ex-
1st, viz., the inner potency, and the outer act; the
concealed Idea, and the outer form; the inner mean-
ing, and the outer event. Each is in its turn a sym-
bol of the other. Hence the saying on the Smarag-
dine Tablet, as above so below. All outward things
are therefore symbols, or embodiments of pre-exist-
ing Ideas, and out of this subjective i1deal realm all
visible things have emanated. This doctrine of
emanations is the key to the philosophy of Plato, and
that of the Gnostic sects from which the early
Christians derived their mysteries. This fact 1is
mentioned here in order to show the deep founda-
tions of the glyphs of Masonry.

In the Ritual of Masonry, King Solomon’s temple
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1s taken as a symbol. The building and the restora-
tion of the temple at Jerusalem are dramatically
represented in the work of the Lodge, and in the
ceremony of initiation, by a play upon ‘words and
parity ot events, and applied to the candidate, with
admonition, warning or encouragement, as the
drama unfolds. The measurements and proportion
of the temple are dwelt upon in order to bring in
the science of numbers, form, and proportion, so
manifest in architecture, and to connect them with
the “spiritual temple” with which they all have the
same, though less obvious, relations. The symbolism
1s fitted to i1deal relations, rather than to actual ex-
i1stences or historical events. SOL-0M-ON represents
the name of Deity in three languages, and the bibli-
cal history 1s doubtless an allegory or myth of the
Sun-god. There is no reliable history of the con-
struction of any such temple at Jerusalem, and re-
cent explorations and measurements have greatly
altered the dimensions as heretofore given. Hiram
Abift 1s dramatically represented to have lost his
life when the temple was near completion, and yet
it 1s recorded that after the completion of the tem-
ple he labored for years to construct and ornament
a palace for the King. Add to these facts the state-
ment that the temple was constructed without the
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sound ot hammer or any tool of iron, and it is thus
likened more nearly to that other “Spiritual Temple,
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” and
the literal and historical features disappear, and the
symbolism stands out in bold relief. Masonic
Lodges are dedicated to the Sts. John; one of whom,
the Evangelist, opens his Gnostic Gospel with the
Greek philosophy of the Logos, the principle of
emanation already referred to; and the other, the
Seer of Patmos, writes a book symbolical ot ancient
initiations, which many a non-initiate has tried in
vain to interpret. It may thus be seen that there i1s
a deep significance in the dedication of Lodges to
the Sts. John. Take, for example, Revelations xxi,
16: “And the city lieth foursquare, and the lerigth
1s as large as the breadth; and he measured the city
with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The
length, and the breadth and the height of it are
equal’ (a perfect cube). “And he measured the
wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, an angel.”
The language 1s evidently a veil, designed to con-
ceal the real meaning from the uninitiated. As the
measure of man; that is, a perfect man, or “angel,”
we have the cube as a symbol of pertect proportion.
Hence a Square Man. The temple of Sol-om-on;
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the Cubical City—which unfolded becomes a cross,
and hence the “measure of a man”—all these refer
to the work of regeneration, or initiation.* The re-
building of the temple after the plan drawn upon the
Trestle-board, by which it shall be like that spiritual
temple, not made with hands, plainly refers to 1ini-
tiation from which results perfect proportion and
perfect harmony. In a later section of this work
this mathematical and geometrical basis of virtue
and wisdom, or knowledge and power, will be fur-
ther explained. It is unknown to the Craft of Ma-
sonry except in its bare outline and cruder symbol-
ism: it is nowhere hinted that there is an inherent
relation and full equivalent between absolute mathe-
maties and spiritual power.

“A very limited knowledge of the history of
primitive worship and mysteries 1s necessary to en-
able any person to recognize in the master mason,
Hiram, the Osiris of the Egyptians, the Mithras of
the Persians, the Bacchus of the Greeks, the Atys
of the Phrygians, of which these people celebrated
the passion, death and resurrection, as Christians
celebrate today that of Jesus Christ. Otherwise,
this 1s the eternal and unvarying type of all the

*See Plate XIII.
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As to the Fellowcraits concerned in the con-
spiracy, they are shown to have more than one mean-
ing; astronomically this relates to the signs of the
Zodiac, the “three wicked ones” representing the
winter solstice or death of the year, and consequent
subjugation of the Sun-god! Other meanings will
be shown further on. “Is it an accidental coinci-
dence,” asks Bro. Pike, in Morals and Dogma, p. 82,
“that in the name of each murderer are the two
names of the Good and Evil Deities of the Hebrews;
tor Yu-bel 1s but Yehu-bal or Yeho-bal; and that the
three final syllables of the names, a, o, m, make
A.-.U.-M. ., the sacred word of the Hindoos,
meaning the Triune-God, Life-giving, Life-preserv-
ing, Life-destroying” (Brahma, Vishnu, Siva), “rep-
resented by the mystic character Y.”

And, again, on page 620, Bro. Pike says:

“This word could not be pronounced except by
the letters; for its pronunciation as one word was
sald to make Earth tremble and even the angels of
Fleaven (elementals) to quake with fear.”

The aim of the writer at this time 1s to show the
general connection of Masonic gly;;hs with those
of ancient times. The real meaning will appear fur-
ther on.

As already declared, modern Masonry being but
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an imitation of “ancient genuine Mysteries, the
writer has no design of reading into it a meaning
which can not be fully verified. For the greater
part, modern Masons are dealing with symbols, the
Key for the real interpretation of which they never
possessed, or even suspected that i1t existed. It re-
mains for the future to determine whether any con-
siderable number of our Masonic Brethren really
desire to possess in fuller measure the Living Truth
which the dead-letter text conceals. That Living
Truth exists, and 1s as accessible to every Mason as
is the dead-letter or the dumb-show under which it
masquerades in every Lodge.

As to the sprig of Acacia, Bro. Pike says: “The
genuine Acacia also 1s the thorny tamarisk, the
same tree which grew up around the body ot Osiris.
It 1s a sacred tree among the Arabs, who made of
it the Idol Al-Uzza, which Mohammed destroye{
It 1s abundant as a bush i1n the desert of Thur, arr
of it the ‘crown of thorns’ was composed, which was
set on the forehead of Jesus of Nazareth. It 1s a
fit type of immortality on account of its tenacity of
life ; for 1t has been known, when planted as a door-
post, to take root and shoot out budding boughs
above the threshold.”

Here, again, we see a symbol ages old, revived



83 Mystic Masonry.

and adopted in many forms, and further, that Im-
mortality was not “brought to light” for the first
and only time by the “Man of Sorrows” of the
Christians; yet in every case 1s the symbol none the
less true. Whether any of these sun-gods or Re-
deemers were historical characters or not, the sym-
bolism teaches everywhere the same eternal truths:
the Resurrection and the Life; Redemption and
Immortality.

After being obligated and brought to light, the
candidate in the third degree i1s bantered with the
statement that undoubtedly he now imagines himseltf
a Master Mason. He is informed not only that such
1s not the case, but that there 1s no certainty that he
ever will become such. He subsequently starts on
his Journey for the discovery ot the Lost Word.
The method by which he undertakes to obtain 1it,
and the names of the three Fellowcrafts already re-
ferred to as brothers, have a very deep significance.
After many trials, he receives a substitute, which he
1s to conceal with great fidelity “till future genera-
tions shall discover the lost word.”

The method by which he receives and is ever to
transmit or use even the substitute, 1s made exact
and definite, and guarded by solemn obligations.
The meaning of both the great secrecy and the use



The Genwus of Freemasonry. 89

of the word are left entirely to conjecture, beyond
the statement that it 1s a sacred name, and must
never be profaned, or taken in vain, or carelessly
used; and I venture the opinion, that not one Mason
among ten thousand has ever been able to discover
why.

The force of the obligation is therefore in the oath
and not in the reason. As a matter of fact, the real
reason 1s scientific to the last analysis; scientific to
a degree beyond the penetration, up to the present
time, of the “radiant matter” or the Roentgen Ray
of Modern Science. The Word concerns the sci-
ence of rhythmic vibrations, and i1s the key to the
equilibrium of all, forces and to the harmony of
Eternal Nature.

This tradition of the Ineffable Name is brought
into Masonry from the Hebrew Kabalah, and how
it became lost i1s partly historical, at least. The an-
cient Hebrew Priests evidently undertook to fit to
the names ot their tribal-deities the symbolism and
traditions of the far East. If the Master’s Word
were really a word at all, the Deity ot the Hebrews
might perhaps represent it as well as any other. It
is a question of phonetics, however, rather than
mere orthography. Beneath the Hebrew text of the
Pentateuch lies concealed the science ot the
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Kabalah. The Anathemas threatened for him who
should alter, by a single letter or “Yod,” the outer
text, had therefore a deeper meaning. The priests
of many nations of antiquity were initiates in the
Mysteries, and as such they were Monotheists, while
the ignorant masses were idolaters. The monothe-
ism of the Jews was of a robust character, and their
priests and prophets had a hard time to preserve
their people from the seductive polytheism and
abominations of surrounding nations. The Ineffable
Name was not only concealed, but “terrible as an
army with banners.” Jehovah was jealous, revenge-
ful, vindictive toward the evil-doer, and tolerated no
rival in the broad expanse of Cosmos. In no reli-
gion of antiquity is the anthropomorphic image of
Deity so strongly defined, and the Creator of man
and worlds made so exceedingly human.

The Kabalah, on the contrary, embodying con-
siderable of the true and ancient Secret Doctrine,
held a different idea of Divinity. While carrying
the tradition, therefore, of the lost word as the In-
effable Name of Deity, the symbolism was taken as
literal fact, and the people who were commanded to
“make no graven image” ended by making a
gigantic idol, half Moloch and half Man. Amid
such contradictions, the symbolism adopted trom the
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purer and gentler Aryans was 1ll at ease and far
from home. Rev. Dr. Garrison claims in a “Con-
tribution to the History of the Lost Word,” ap-
pended to Foot’'s Early History and Antiquities of
Freemasonry, that the four-syllabled name, Jehovah,
was held by the Hebrews as the Ineffable, and that
. Adonar was used as a substitute. The Highpriest
once every year, at the time of the atonement, en-
tered alone into the Holy of Holies and there re-
peated the name. The name was thus withdrawn
from and finally lost by the common people. This
1s 1ngenious and too literal to cover the case. The
old query, “What is in a name?” is, after all, not
$0 easy of answer; or the answer might be, “every
thing or nothing,” according as you understand it
or look at i1t. Before the introduction ot the
Masoretic points or indices of vowel sounds, the
consonants were read by metrically intoning the
text. The principle ot the Mantram was therefore
known to the Highpriest at least, and, therefore, the
Word, the Name, that Known in all its plenitude
and used with power, “caused the whole world to
shake,” may have been used or invoked in the Holy
of Holies by the Kabalistic Hierophant. Some who
read this may be even yet so ignorant of the potency
of sound as to smile at the credulity and gullibility
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that indites it; and yet so superstitious over the /et-
ters of a name as to believe them more sacred in one
form than another! Notwithstanding, it is the letter
that killeth, and the Spirit (the breath) that maketh
alive. The consonants composing the Hebrew al-
phabet are about as sacred as so many wooden
blocks. If one knows how to arrange the blocks,
and endow them with life, so that they may “bud
and blossom like Aaron’s rod,” that of course is a
very different matter.

“There are dangers inseparable from Symbolism,
which afford an impressive lesson in regard to sim-
1lar risks attendant on the use of language. The
imagination called i1n to assist the reason usurps its
place, or leaves 1ts ally helplessly entangled in its
web, Names which stand for things are contounded
with them; the means are mistaken for the ends;
the instrument of interpretation for the object; and
thus symbols come to usurp an independent charac-
ter as truths and persons. Though perhaps a neces-
sary path, they are a dangerous one, by which to ap-
proach the Deity; in which many, says Plutarch,
mistaking the sign for the thing signified, fell into a
ridiculous superstition, while others, in avoiding one
extreme, plunge into the no less hideous gulf of
irreligion and impiety.” . . .
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consists in an orderly unfolding of the natural
powers of the neophite, so that he shall become the
very thing he desires to possess. In seeking Magic,
he finally becomes the Majus. All genuine Initiation
1s, like evolution and regeneration, from within.
Devoid ot this inner meaning and power, all rituals
are but foolish jargon, and all ceremonies an empty
farce. Even such the rituals of Masonry have be-
come to many. That the Christ-life and the power
that made Jesus to be called Christos, Master,
whereby he healed the sick, cast out devils, and
foretold future events, i1s the same Life revealed and
attained by initiation in the Greater Mysteries of
Antiquity, is perfectly plain. The disrepute into
which the Divine Science has fallen has arisen from
its abuse and degredation.

In the middle ages, and in fact, in every age
there have been dabblers 1n magic; sorcerers
and necromancers, who, possessing some ot the
secrets, and imbued with none of its beneficence,
have used their knowledge and power for purely
personal and selfish ends. Hypnotism and Phe-
nomenal Spiritualism are sufhicient illustrations of
the power to which I refer, and the abuse to which
it may be put. Magic, per se, is always a Science,
and up to a certain point it may be cultivated with-
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out regard to its use, or the well-being ot man;
although any abuse of i1t is fatal to the magician.
The popular 1dea 1s that education consists largely
in the cultivation ot the intellectual powers. An
average standard of morals is always recommended
by educators, and its outer form 1is illustrated by
religious ceremonies. But intellectual cultivation
alone, no matter to what extent it may be carried—
and the further it goes in this one-sided way the
worse for all concerned—is in no sense an evolution.
Pertect intellectual development, without spiritual
discernment and moral obligation, 1s the sign-manual
of Satan. Intelligence, without goodness, lies
athwart the Divine Plan in the evolution of Cosmos.
Intellect and Altruism by no means necessarily go
hand in hand. One may have a very clear intellect,
have quick perceptions, and be a good reasoner, and
yet be very wicked. On the other hand, one may be
very dull intellectually, and yet be kind, brotherly
and sympathetic to the last degree. A world made
up of the former would be-a bad place to live in; if
of the latter, a thousand times to be preferred.
Magic contemplates that all-around development
which, liberating the intellect from the dominion of
the senses and illuminating the spiritual perceptions,
places the individual on the lines of least resistance
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with the inflexible laws of nature, and he becomes
nature’s co-worker or hand-maid. To all such,
Nature makes obeisance, and delegates her powers,
and they become Masters. The real Master con-
ceals his power and uses it only for the good of"
others. He works “without the hope of fee or
reward.”

Discerning that knowledge 1s power, designing
and evil men desire to possess both knowledge and
power for entirely selfish purposes. It may be read-
ily discerned that the more knowledge and power a
purely selfish man possesses, the more inimical to
humanity he becomes. He can do less harm if kept
in ignorance. This 1s especially the case in regard
to those deeper sciences which deal with mind, and
influence the thoughts and actions of others. Sup-
pose one were able to hypnotize large numbers of
persons at once, and compel them to do his bidding;
and that his motives were not only selfish, but all
results injurious to his agents. Such a person would
be a Magician, and, as his motive would be purely

b

selfish, a “Black Magician.” Modern Science,
purely materialistic in its aims and conclusions, has
always, till very recently, ridiculed the idea em-
bodied in Magic, and were it not for the fact that it

has been compelled to recognize, under the name
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beneficent as the “Father in Heaven.” If the
Masonic meaning of Master: Perfect and Sublime
Master: Prince Adept: etc., is less than I have indi-
cated, then 1t is a roaring farce, or a stupendous
humbug. The conception of Masonry is true, but
it has adopted or imitated the ritual and glyphs of
a science, the key to which not one Mason in ten
thousand possesses, and hence the tradition of the
Lost Word has a literal, no less than a symbolical
meaning. The “Substitute” is given to the ne-
ophite—*‘till future generations shall find the True
Word.” The question now propounded to every
“obligated,” or so-called Master Mason, is—is the
present the generation in which that which was lost
shall be found? and each must answer for himself
singly; just as he entered his lodge, first saw the
light, and took his obligation; just as every real
Master, or “White Adept,” has done since the begin-
ning of time. There exists in Masonic literature
many learned essays on the history, orthography and
philology of the Lost Word; but I am acquainted
with no treatise that apprehends the nature of the
real secret like that ot Brother Albert Pike in his
great work, and yet, 1f he knew the whole secret,
he concealed 1t at last.

The more immediate source from which the le-
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gend i1s imported into Masonry is the Jewish Kaba-
lah, derived doubtless from the Chaldean and
Zoroasterian form of the Secret Doctrine; the prin-
ciples and methods of which were unfolded by the
late lamented Bro. J- Ralston Skinner, A. & A. S.
R. 32°. Bro. Skinner’s greater works, however,
aside from his Source of Measures, and a large
number of pamphlets, exist only in Manuscript, and
are of so abstruse a character as to be of little use
except to profound scholars. Running all through
the Talmud are found references to the Secret Wis-
dom, while the Sohar, the Kabalah Denudata, and
other Kabalistic works are all written with a veil
designed to conceal the secret from the uninitiated,
and to be meaningless without the key. Bro. Skin-
ner's discoveries were the reward of genius, made
as the result of stumbling on one ot the keys that
“unlock thé¢ Golden Gates of the Palace of the

3

King.” His discoveries lay the foundation for a
systematic and scientific study of the Kabalistic
form of the Secret Doctrine which lies concealed
beneath the Hebrew text of the Pentateuch, and
which no commentary has ever revealed or intended
to reveal. Perhaps another generation of biblical
Hebrew Scholars may discard their preconceptions,

prejudices and superstitions of the mere verbiage of
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the text sufficiently to desire to discover the real
meaning of the Pentateuch, as to the creation of
Men and Worlds. Copies of Bro. Skinner’s unpub-
lished researches have been so placed by his special
desire and act, that they may be preserved for such
future investigators and not again be lost to the
world.

But the Hebrew Kabalah is but one of many
‘sources from which the Secret Science may be de-
rived, and it is not the one which in its form of Sym-
bolism and method of interpretation is best fitted to
the present age. When the symbolism of the Ka-
balah is read by the key furnished by Bro. Skinner,
1t requires to be again translated into modern ideas
or forms of thought. The basis of it was the Chal-
dean Book ot Numbers, no genuine copy of which,
1f 1n existence, 1s accessible to modern students.
Several spurious copies are known to exist, and it is
possible that a genuine copy may be produced at the
proper time. For be it remembered that Genuine
Masters, “Prince Adept Masons,” have always ex-
1sted, and no book or record worth preserving or
necessary for the good of man is ever lost. In se-
cret crypts, alike inaccessible to the vandal hand of
man, and the corrosion of time and decay, these
treasures are said to be preserved.
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was 1n truth a secret, in which, however, was 1n-
volved the far more profound secret of its mean-
ing.” . . .

““Thus the Ineffable Name not only embodies the
great Philosophical Idea, that the Deity is the Euns,
the To On, the absolute Existence, that of which the
Essence 1s To Exist, the only Substance of Spinoza,
the Being, that never could not have existed, as con-
tra-distinguished from that which only becomes; not
Nature or the Soul of Nature, but that which created
Nature; but also the idea of the Male and Female
Principles, in 1ts highest and most profound sense:
to wit, that God originally comprehended in Him-
self all that 1s; that matter was not co-existent with
Him or independent of Him; that He did not
merely fashion and shape a pre-existing chaos into a
universe; but that His Thought manifested itself
outwardly in that universe, which so became, and
before was not, except as comprehended in Him;
that the Generative Power, or Spirit, and the Pro-
ductive Matter, ever among the ancients deemed the
Female, originally were in God, and that He Was
and Is all that Was, that Is, and that Shall be; in
whom all else lives, moves, and has its being.”
““IT'his was the great Mystery of the Ineffable Name,

. « . and of course its true pronunciation and its
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meaning became lost to all except the select few to
whom 1t was confided; i1t being concealed from the
common people, because the Deity, thus metaphys-
ically named, was not that personal and capricious,
and, as it were, tanglble God in whom they believed,
and who alone was within reach of their rude capac-
ities. . . . This was the profound truth hidden
in the ancient allegory and covered from the general
view with a double veil. This was the exoteric
meaning of the generation and production of the
Indian, Chaldean, and Phcenician Cosmogonies; of
the Active and Passive Powers; of the Male and
Female Principles; of Heaven and its Luminaries
generating, and the Earth producing; all hidden
from vulgar view, as above its comprehension; the
doctrine that matter 1s not eternal, but that God was
the only original Existence, the Absolute, from
Whom everything has proceeded, and to Whom all
returns. . . . And this True Word i1s with en-
tire accuracy said to have been lost, because its
meaning was lost even among the Hebrews, although
we still find the name (its real meaning unsus-

pected) in the Hu of the Druids and Fo-Hi of the
Chinese.”*

*Morals and Dogma, p. 700 et seq.
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“There 1s i1n nature one most potent force, by
means whereof a single man, who could possess
himself of it, and should know how to direct it,
could revolutionize and change the face of the
world.

“This force was known to the ancients. It is a
universal agent, whose supreme law 1s equilibrium;
and whereby, 1f science can but learn how to con-
trol it, it will be possible to change the order of the
Seasons; to produce in night the phenomena of day;
to send a thought in an instant round the world; to
heal or slay at a distance; to give our words uni-
versal success, and make them reverberate every-

where.”

This agent, partially revealed by the blind
guesses of Mesmer, is precisely what the Adepts of
the middle ages called “elementary matter of the
great work.”* And this is the force of the Keely
Motor, and the Frohat of the Secret Doctrine. But
to continue our quotations:

“There is a Life-Principle of the world, a uni-
versal agent, wherein are two natures and a double
current of love and wrath. This ambient fluid per-
vades everything. It 1s a ray detached from the

glory of the Sun, and fixed by the weight of the at-

*Morals and Dogma, p. 734.
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presses, in an incomplete and veiled manner only,
the religious science of the Hebrews. The doctrine
of Moses and the prophets, identical at bottom with
that of the ancient Egyptians, also had its outward
meaning and its veils. The Hebrew books were
written only to recall to memory the traditions; and
they were written in Symbols unintelligible to the
Protane. The Pentateuch and the prophetic poems
were merely elementary books of doctrine, morals
or liturgy; and the true secret and traditional philos-
ophy was only written afterward, under a veil still
less transparent. Thus was a second Bible born,
unknown to, or rather uncomprehended by, the
Christians” (of later times), “a collection, they say,
of monstrous absurdities; a monument, the adept
says, wherein 1s everything that the genius of phi-
losophy and that of religion have ever formed or
imagined of the Sublime; a treasure surrounded by
thorns; a diamond concealed in a rough dark stone.”

“One is filled with admiration on penetrating into
the Sanctuary of the Kabalah, at seeing a doctrine
so logical, so simple and at the same time so abso-
lute. The necessary union of ideas and signs, the
consecration of the most tundamental realities by
the primitive characters; the Trinity of Words, Let-
ters and Numbers; a philosophy simple as the al-
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phabet, profound and infinite as the World; The-
orems more complete and luminous than those of
Pythagoras; a theology summed up by counting on
one’s fingers; an Infinite which can be held in the
hollow of an infant’s hand; ten ciphers and twenty-
two letters, a triangle, a square and a circle—these
are all the elements of Kabalah. These are the
elementary principles of the written Word, reflection
of that spoken Word that created the world.”*
And so we might go on quoting from this real
“Master of the Veils,” this genuiné Prince Adept
among Masons, whose great work, even as a com-
pilation, 1s a monument more enduring than brass,
and more honorable than the crown of kings. If he
did not comprehend to the last veil all that he tran-
scribed—and he too used veils—he discerned enough
to teach him how to find the whole. It may thus
be seen that the Holy Bible as one of the Great
Lights 1n Masonry has a very profound meaning
whén coupled with the tradition of the Ineffable
Name, or Lost Word. The object set before the
neophite in his search for the Lost Word, i1s, that he
may travel in foreign countries and receive Master’s

*Morals and Dogma, p. 475.
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wages.! This glyph in its outer form is taken from
the guilds of practical Masons of two or three cen-
turies ago. The laws then governing the Mark of
a Fellowcraft or a Master Builder were very strict,
and the Mark was never bestowed unworthily, and
when received was a passport among builders over
a wide domain. But in a deeper, or Kabalistic sense,
the Master’s Word, which entitled its possessor to
Master’s wages, was a very different thing indeed.
The wages ot the real Master were the satisfaction
and the power that flow from the possession of real
knowledge. Knowledge 1s power only when one
comprehends that which he possesses, and 1s, there-
fore, enabled to use it for the purposes that lie near-
est his heart. Bro. Pike shows conclusively that the
power of the Word lies in the -knowledge of the
Philosophy which 1s its perfect synthesis. This 1s,
in part, the meaning of “knowing how to pronounce
the Word.”

As already stated, the Kabalah of the ancient He-
brews, which Moses derived by initiation into the
mysteries of Egypt and Persia, and which Pike and
many others declare was identical among the He-

t The wages of a real Master is Knowledge and
Power to travel where he will in space.
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growth of Wisdom in man, is an Eternal Becoming;
a progressive transformation into the likeness of the
Supernal Goodness and the Supreme Power.

Initiation and Regeneration are synonymous
terms.

The ritual of Freemasonry is based on this natural
law, and the ceremony of initiation illustrates, at
every step, this principle, and 1f the result attained
1S a possession rather than a regeneration, in the
great majority of cases, the principle remains none¢
the less true. The mere inculcation of moral prin-
ciples, or lessons in ethics, and their symbolic 1llus-
tration and dramatic representation, are by no means
in vain. lhese appeal to the conscience and moral
sense 1n every man, and no man has ever been made
worse by the Lessons of the Lodge. By these
“rites and benefits” the Freemason i1s, above all
men, 1n our so-called Modern Civilization, the near-
est to the Ancient Wisdom. He has possession of
the territory in which lie concealed the Crown Jew-
els of Wisdom. He may content himself, if he will,
by merely turning over the sod and gathering only
a crop of husks or stubble. He may dig deeper and
fiind not only the Keystone of the Arch, the Ark
of the Covenant, the Scroll or the Law, but, using
the spirit concealed in the wings of the Cherubim,
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he may rise untrammeled by the rubbish of the tem-
ple, and, meeting Alohim face to face, learn also to
say I am that I am! Does this read like a rhap-
sbdy, and are the Landmarks, traditions, and glyphs
of Freemasonry nothing more?

The real temple referred to from first to last in
Masonry, as in all ancient initiations, 1s the Taber-
nacle of the Human Soul.

It 1s built, indeed, without the sound of hammer
or any tool of iron. It is like (made in the likeness
of) that other, spiritual temple, nhot made with
hands, eternal in the heavens; for the old philosophy
(Kabalah) teaches that the Immortal Spirit of man
i1s the artificer of the body and its source of life;
that 1t does not so much enter in, as overshadow
man, while the Soul, the immediate vehicle of the
Spirit, inhabits the body, and 1s dissipated at death.
The Spirit is Immortal, pure, and forever undefiled.
It 1s Christos, or Hiram, the Mediator between the
Soul, or physical man, and the Universal Spirit—
the Father in Heaven. The “poor, blind candidate,”
that i1s, the man ot sense, immersed in matter, would
learn the Ineffable Name, and obtain the Lost Word,
and, seeking a short cut, “climbs up some other

’

way. He would have wisdom without self-
conquest, power without sacrifice. He will not lis-
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ten to the voice of pleading, “Be patient, my
brother, and when the temple is completed, 1f found
worthy, you shall receive that for which you have
so long” wrought.” No! he will have it now! and
he silences the pleading voice, and, defeating only
himself, flees into the deserts of remorse and calls
upon the rocks to hide him from the pursuit of his
accusing conscience. Hiram (Christos) is resur-
rected. Being immortal, he can not really die. No
sin of man 1s final. Realizing his error and purified
by suffering, the spirit in man being again lifted up,
even defeat gives promise of victory, and he re-
ceives a Substitute for the Lost Word. He hears,
however faint or dim, the Divine Harmony. Future
generations, that is, further trials and more sincere
endeavor, promise greater reward. He learns to
“know, to will, to dare, and to keep silent.”
Brotherly love, Relief and Truth; Prudence, Forti-
tude, Justice and Mercy—all the Virtues and all the
Beatitudes are inculcated.

The candidate 1s taught, not merely to tolerate an-
other’s religion, but to respect it as his own; though
still adhering to that into which he was born. To
make reasonable this obligation, he 1s shown through
the Kabalah or Secret Doctrine that at the heart
of every great religion lie the same eternal truths.
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sible for a Jew or Parsee, Buddhist or Brahmin, to
enter any Lodge without witnessing the protanation
of his sacred altars or contempt for his religion, and
the angel hides her face and retreats from altars
already profaned by unbrotherliness. Masonry is
the Universal Religion only because, and only so
long as, it embraces all religions. For this reason,
and this alone, 1t 1s universal and eternal. Neither
persecution nor misrepresentation can ever destroy
it. It may find no place in a generation of bigots;
it may retire for a century; but again comes a Mas-
ter Builder with the Key to the “Shut Palace of
the King,” throws open the blinds, lets in the light,
kindles anew the fire on the sacred altar, clears
away the rubbish, when behold! the tesselated pave-
ment 1s as bright as when 1t first came from the quar-
ries of truth, the jewels are of pure gold and
brighten at the touch, and the great lights are un-
dimmed and undecayed. “When the candidate is

)

ready the Master appears.” And yet men are so
foolish and so vile as to imagine that they can de-
stroy this heirloom of the ages; this heritage from
the Immortals! No age is so dark as to quench en-
tirely the light of the Lodge; no persecution so
bloody as to blot out its votaries; no anathemas of

Popes so lasting as to count one second on its Dial
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of Time! These, one and all, serve only to keep
the people in darkness, and retard the reign of Uni-
versal Brotherhood. Theretore for humanity—the
Great Orphan—the real Master laments. He smiles
at the passions ot Popes or Kings and pities the
folly of man. He only waits indifferent as to re-
sults, knowing these to be under eternal law; but
ready and willing, whenever and wherever the in-
struction entering the listening ear may find lodg-
ment 1n the faithful breast. For ages Kings, Popes
and Synods have done their best to kill this Secret
Doctrine by anathematizing or burning its Masters.
The Jesuits got possession of 1its Lodges, trans-
formed out oi all recognition many of its degrees,
and made of them an abject tool of the Sacerdotal
hierarchy.

But at last the Jesuits became glutted with gold
and impudent with power, and the Church became
frightened and destroyed or banished the destroyers.
Will power in high places ever desist or relax its
warfare? Never! It can, however, be forever i1g-
nored or defied;-but it will never allow its secrets
to be laid bare, and a greater to stand i1n its place.
He who anticipates such beneficence has read his-
tory in vain. The Kingdom of Heaven is taken by
force, but 1t 1s moral force, or moral courage, and
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the first great battle i1s for the conquest of self; the
subjugation of that time-serving spirit, Which, joined
to the i1dols of the flesh, is blind to the truths of the
eternal spirit. He who conquers here may at last
become Master.
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Universe, which i1s the uttered Word of God, is in-
finite 1n extent. There 1s no empty space beyond
creation on any side. The Universe, which 1s the
Thought of God pronounced, never was not since
God never was 1nert.”’*

“I, Myself, never was not, nor thou, nor all the
Princes of the Earth; nor shall we ever hereafter
cease to be.”’t

“Every thing emanates from a Single Principle
and a primitive Love, which 1s the Moving Power
of All, and governs all.”

“Masonry teaches and has preserved in its purity
the cardinal tenets of the old primitive faith, which
underlie and are the foundation of all religions.”#

There 1s no tact in history more easily and com-
pletely demonstrable than the existence of the Secret
Doctrine in all ages among all people, and ot Adepts
or Masters who were familiar with its teachings,
and were more or less capable of expounding its
principles.

It 1s equally demonstrable that this Secret Doc-

trine was the real foundation of every great Religion
known to man; that only the initiated Priest or

*Morals and dogma, p. 206. tBhagaradgita.
T Ibid. 324.
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Rierophant knew the real doctrines in any case, and
only these, as a rule, in the earliest history of each
religion.

Furthermore, the Sacred Books of all religions,
including those of the Jews and the Christians, were
and are no more than parables and allegories of the
real Secret Doctrine, transcribed for the ignorant
and superstitious masses. All commentaries written
on these Sacred Books, whether on those of Moses,
the Psalms and the Prophets of Judaism, the Gos-
pels of the Gnostics and Christians, or those written
on the Sacred Books of the East—the Vedas, Pura-
nas, and Upanishads—all either make confusion
more confounded when written by one ignorant ot
the Secret Doctrine, or, when written by initiates,
but ring the changes on, or further elaborate the
parables and allegories.

It 1s, furthermore, easily demonstrable that "the
Secret Doctrine came originally from the far East,
and 1s the Primitive Wisdom Religion. Its earlier
records are now found in India and Thibet; thence
1t seems to have traveled to Ethiopia; thence to
Egypt and Chaldea. This route, or order of trans-
mission, however, 1s not to be easily ascertained
with accuracy, nor is it a matter of any consequence
to us at the present time. It 1s everywhere and at
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all times essentially the same; only the otter gloss,
the parables and allegories concealing 1t differ
among different people.

Underlying this Secret Doctrine was a profound
philosophy of the creation or evolution of worlds
and of man. The present humanity, in many quar-
ters of the globe, has evolved on the intellectual
plane so far that there now exist a very large num-
ber- of persons capable of apprehending this old
philosophy, and, at the same time, capable of under-
standing the responsibility incurred in misusing or
misinterpreting it. A large number of persons have
reached, on the intellectual plane, the state of man-
hood; and are capable of partaking of the “fruit
of the tree of knowledge of Good and Evil.”
There 1s, therefore, no reason why this old philos-
ophy should be longer concealed. On the other
hand, there are reasons why it should be known.
Empirical knowledge has advanced in certain direc-
tions into the realm ot Psychism, and the arts an-
ciently designated by the term Magic, and it is 1m-
perative that the dangers that attend these pursuits
should be pointed out and demonstrated, in order
that they may be avoided by the beneficent, and that
the ignorant or innocent may be afforded protéc-
tion. How far these modern inroads into Occultism
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of these truths by sneers or ridicule, or to prevent
their triumph by any opposition they can bring to
bear against them. They have waited for millen-
niums, and theiwr time has come.

“To recapitulate; the Secret Doctrine was the
universally diffused religion of the ancient and pre-
historic world. Proof of its diffusion, authentic
records of 1its history, a complete chain of docu-
ments, showing its character and presence in every
land, together with the teaching of all its great
Adepts, exist to this day in the secret crypts of
libraries belonging to the Occult Fraternity.” As
to the danger of revealing these doctrines to the
profane:

“The danger was this: Doctrines such as the
planetary chain, or the seven races, at once give a
clue to the seven-fold nature of man. For each
principle 1s correlated to a plane, a planet, and a
race; and the human principles are, on every plane,
correlated to - sevenfold occult forces*—those of
the highest planes being of tremendous power.”
“No one styling himself a ‘scholar,” in whatever
department of exact science, will be permitted to

*Experimenters with the ‘“Roentgen Ray”’ may

profitably take notice.
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regard these teachings seriously. They will be
derided and rejected, a priori, in this century; but
only in this one. For in the 20th century ot our era
scholars will begin to recognize that the Secret
Doctrine has neither been invented nor exaggerated,
but, on the contrary, simply outlined; and finally,
that its teachings antedate the Vedas.” And in a
footnote 1t 1s said: ‘““This 1s no pretension to
prophesy, but simply a statement based on the
knowledge of facts.”

In speaking of the source from which the present
version of the Secret Doctrine is derived, our au-
thor says, regarding an “old book”: “So very old
that our modern antiquérians might ponder over its
pages an indefinite time, and still not quite agree
as to the nature of the fabric upon which it 1s writ-
ten. . . . The most ancient Hebrew document
of occult learning, the Siphrah Dzentouta, was com-
piled from it, and that at a.-time when the former
was already considered in the light of a literary
relic.”

“The days of Constantine were the last turning
point in history. The period of the Supreme strug-
gle that ended in the Western world throttling the
old religions 1n favor of the new ones, built on their
bodies. From thence the vista into the far distant
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Past, beyond the ‘Deluge’ and the ‘Garden of Eden,’
began to be forcibly and relentlessly closed by every
fair and unfair means against the indiscreet gaze
of posterity. Every issue was blocked up, every
record that hands could be laid upon, destroyed.”*

This same Constantine who, with his soldiers en-
vironed the Bishops at the first Council of Nice,
A. . 325, and dictated terms to their deliberations,
applied for initiation into the Mysteries, and was
told by the officiating priest that no purgation could
free him from the crime of putting his wife to death,
or from his many perjuries and murders. Every
careful and unbiased student of history knows why
the Secret Doctrine has been heard of so little since
the days ot Constantine. An exoteric religion and
belief in a personal God blotted it out for self-pro-
tection; and yet, oh, irony of history! the very Pen-
tateuch conceals it, and for many a student of
Kabalah of the coming century the seals will be
broken.

In trying to apprehend an outline, at least, of the
Secret Doctrine, two ideas should be kept con-
stantly 1n mind, viz., Space and Consciousness; the
former, in relation to all that is either thought or

*Secret Doctrine.
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general reader, it must be stated that the Occult Sci-
ence recognizes Seven Cosmical Elements—four
entirely physical, and the fifth (Ether) semi-
material, as it will become visible in the air toward
the end of the Fourth Round, to reign supreme over
the others during the whole ot the Fifth. The re-
maining two are as yet absolutely beyond the range
of human perception. These latter will, however,
appear as presentiments during the 6th and #th
Rounds respectively. These seven elements, with
their numberless Sub-Elements (far more numer-
ous than those known to Science), are simply con-
ditional modifications and aspects of the oNE and
only Element. This latter i1s not Ether, nor even
Akasa, but the Source of these. The Fifth Element,
now advocated quite freely by Science, is not the
Ether hypothesized by Sir Isaac Newton—although
he calls it by that name, having associated it in his
mind, probably, with the Acther, ‘Father-Mother’ ot
Antiquity. As Newton intuitionally says: ‘Nature
1s a perfect circulatory worker, generating fluids
out of solids, fixed things out of volatile, and vola-
tile out of fixed. Subtle out of gross, and gross out
of subtle.” . . . Thus, perhaps, may all things be

originated from Ether.” (Hypoth. I, 675.)*

*Secret Doctrine.
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It 1s interesting to notice, 1n this connection, that
Newton was familiar with the writings of Jacob
Boehmen, the “Teutonic Theosopher,” and that
among Newton’s posthumous papers were found
copious notes and translations trom his works. As
to the “Races,” referred to in the above quotation,
it need only be said in passing, that the Secret
Doctrine declares that in the evolution of humanity
there are to be seven Races, of which ours 1s now
the fifth, and that each race makes seven rounds on
our planetary chain, of which rounds the present
race 1s now i1n the fourth, with here and there a
“ifth rounder” appearing. The Secret Doctrine
teaches, not only the immortality of the soul, but
the perfectibility of humanity by orderly evolution
on this Earth. This doctrine concerns the general
evolution which the present work touches only inci-
dentally; 1t 1s complicated, and necessarily so.

There-are three fundamental propositions that un-
derlie the Secret Doctrine. (a) “An Omnipresent,
Eternal, Boundless, and Immutable Principle on
which all speculation 1s impossible, since i1t tran-
scends the power of human conception, and could
only be dwarfed by any human expression or simili-
tude. It is beyond the range and reach of human
thought—in the words of Mandukya, “unthinkable
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and unspeakable.” This Infinite and Eternal Cause
—dimly formulated in the “Unconscious” and “Un-
knowable” of current European philosophy—is the
rootless root of “all that was, 1s, or ever shall be.”

In Sanscrit it is “Sat.” This “Beness” is
symbolized in the Secret Doctrine under two
aspects.

On the one hand, Absolute abstract Space, repre-
senting bare subjectivity, the one thing which no
human mind can either exclude from any concep-
tion or conceive of by itself.

On the other, Absolute abstract Motion repre-
senting “Unconditioned Consciousness.”  “Spirit
(or Consciousness) and Matter are, however, to be
regarded, not as independent realities, but as the
two facets or aspects of the Absolute, which con-
stitutes the basis of conditioned Being whether sub-
jective or objective.” “Considering this metaphys-
ical triad” (the only reality, Spirit and Matter) “as
the Root from which proceeds all manifestation, the
‘Great Breath’ assumes the character of precosmic
Ideation.” (Plato’s World of Divine Ideas.)

“It 1s the fons et origo of force and of all individ-
ual consciousness, and supplies the guiding intelli-
gence in the vast scheme of Cosmic Evolution. On
the other hand, precosmic root-substance (Mulapra-
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Every soul must “work out its own salvation,”
and “‘take the Kingdom of Heaven by force.” Sal-
vation by faith and the vicarious atonement were
not taught, as now interpreted, by Jesus, nor are
these doctrines taught in the exoteric Scriptures.
They are later and ignorant perversions of the orig-
inal doctrines. In the Early Church, as in the
Secret Doctrine, there was not one Christ for the
whole world, but a potential Christ in every man.
‘Theologians first made a fetish of the Impersonal,
Omnipresent Divinity; and then tore the Christos
from the hearts of all humanity in order to deity
Jesus; that they might have a God-man peculiarly
their own!

All the ancient Mysteries had the true doctrine,
and the early Christians had it. Masonry, uncon-
taminated by the disciples ot Loyola, had and has it

also.
The one Immutable Principle, referred to in the

first proposition (a), is called in the Kabalah, Ain
Soph: the word Ain meaning ‘“nothing.” This is
not Jehovah, or Adonia, or the G,A,O,U; for it is
not 1itselt creative, but the cause ot Creation.
(“Causeless Cause.”)

The Jewish “creators” (plural) are the Elohim;
the “Principalities and Powers.” In this conception
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of Divinity lies the secret of the INEFFABLE Nawme,
1. ¢., the NAMELESS. The Lost Word i1s to the Mas-
ter who possesses 1t and knows how to “pronounce”
1t, ‘what the Logos or creative power 1s to the
NaMELESs. Hence the real Master creates, and i1n
this sense 1s a god. This will be further shown in
connection with the Seven Principles and the Na-
ture of Man:

The second proposition—the Eternity of the Uni-
verse 1n toto—reveals the law of cycles and the “in-
cessant”’ work of creation.

In other words, the creative process never had a
beginning, and will never have an end. There 1s
one endless succession of Universes. Worlds and
Solar systems continually appear and disappear.

Each sun, star, or solar system has a period of
activity and a period of repose; emanates from, and -
1s. drawn back into, the All and the One. These
periods are called the “Nights and days of Brahm,”

The idea that a God with human qualities and
human passions made the Earth out of nothing in
six days of twenty-four hours each, is sufficiently
miraculous, and sufficiently childish, for those who
are ready to burn all who do not accept their inter-
pretation.

To endow a God with the power of performing
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the impossible and the inconceivable, was considered
sufficient honor bestowed.

The law of periodicity is a necessary corollary of
the order of- events and the flight of time. Ryth-
mical, orderly, harmonious movements in space give
us our conception of time, as how fast, how often,
how slow, how regular, etc. The ear is a time or-
gan, and the basic property of the Ether is Sound.
This i1dea of periodicity, or law of cycles, 1s sym-
bolized in Freemasonry in many ways.

In the three, five, or seven years of pilgrimage or
penance; in the seven years of plenty, and seven
of famine. “In the low twelve” and “the high
twelve,” in calling the Craft from labor to refresh-
ment, and many others. In the third postulate we
have “the fundamental identity ot all souls with the
One,” which gives the basis of the eternal and uni-
versal Brotherhood of Man, and the basis of the en-
tire scheme of human Evolution. -

When these doctrines are clearly understood, they
will be seen to go far beyond any modern scheme
of evolution, though running on somewhat similar
lines. In them the entire scheme of Cosmic and
human evolution will be found to have been worked
out ages ago. Pythagoras and Plato found these

doctrines completely unfolded i1n the Mysteries.
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it, of course, the idea of creation, as something al-
ready completed 1n time; when the fact is that c